John 4:1-26 - Living water
MAIN: We need to know two things

Background: Chaps. 2-3 emphasized the Jewish need for transformation, not the least of which were the leaders, like Nicodemus. But, their neighbors, the Samaritans also needed to be born again. The Jewish need focused on greed (2:16). The Samaritans were ignorant (4:22).  Jesus seeks to address that.
The need of a Samaritan woman:  4:1-26

4:1
· Jesus went from Bethany in Transjordan (1:28) to Cana of Galilee (2:1) to Capernaum in Galilee (2:12) and then to Jerusalem and Judea (2:13, 22). 
· A new movement now begins which takes Him northward into Samaria.  
· John's story is geographically connected and orderly.

4:1-3 The previous narrative disclosed a spirit of jealousy toward Jesus from John’s disciples (3:26) as Jesus was getting more disciples and baptizing them, though it was His disciples doing the baptizing. Jesus graciously leaves Judea, on His way to Galilee. 

The fact that John downplays baptism, as did Jesus is significant in that it has nothing to do with getting eternal life. For the first time John mentions Jesus as “the Lord, which Jesus shows by offering the Samaritans which, of course, He can do (Rom. 10:12).

4:4-6
· Jesus “needed to go through Samaria”; not necessarily geographically, but evangelistically.
· The “well” was likely a “vertical shaft covered by a stone” (Brown 1:169) which Jesus leaned against or sat on.

4:6-9
· “About the sixth hour” = around noon, the hottest part of the day, probably to avoid the other women of the city
· Jesus surprised her by asking for a drink. “The Jews have no dealings with Samaritans” prob. best “Jews do not use vessels with Samaritans”. 
· Jesus would have had to drink from her waterpot, if she responded.
· The surprises are not done

4:10
· Rather than answer her question, He offers her a drink
· But she can’t have it unless she knows two things and does one thing
· She has to know:
· The gift of God and
· The Giver; identity of the One who can give it. Then she needs to
· Ask
· The Gift 4:11-14

4:11-12
· She understands “living water” as “flowing water”, a natural understanding culturally. But Jesus had no vessel.
· How could this work?

4:13-14
· The important difference: His water vs. hers
· “Will never thirst” = very emphatic in the original
· “Will by no means thirst forever”! Why? Our “inner spring”
· Our need is met forever! All who believe should believe that.
· “Water” is not eternal life, but EL is LIKE water. It flows from an inner spring (Rev. 22:17) that is the SOURCE of EL. 
· What she finally asks for, she gets (4:25-26). The truth of who Jesus is! (1 John 5:1). The source is the truth that He is the Christ, the Lifegiver!
 
4:15-18
· She had learned about the gift of God; now she needs to know who the Giver is; She asks, but  the identity of Jesus needs to be revealed
· 
4:16-26 – The Giver

· The exchange doesn’t focus on her wrongdoing, but His identity (4:19)
· Her need: an unfulfilled life.
· Like Nic, she’s thinking physical realm, Jesus means spiritual need. 
· Technically, she was right…after a fashion. De facto vs. De Jure marriage.
 
4:19-22
· A prophet? Nice, but ultimately, missed it. She needs to know the Giver!
· Deflection: “Let’s talk about something else. Do you enjoy theology?” 
· “Where do we worship?” “It’s not where, it’s Who!” But God does provide salvation through the Jewish race. (Gen. 12:3; Gal 3:8), through which the Christ would ultimately come (winky-winky). 

4:23-26
· True worship “in spirit and truth”; It can be anywhere; God is after those who worship like this; both are important. The Samaritans’ ignorance limited them, just as Jewish greed limited them.
· “We know about Someone coming like You” (Are you the Christ??)
· She asked. He answered, “I’m the One!!”
· Now she knows the gift and the Giver
· She came looking for physical water and got spiritual; she leaves her waterpot and tells the MEN of the city about it (4:29-30, 39-42). 
· The “fountain” is flowing!
