Assurance and security: We can know that we know
Jesus has the right to give life and to judge (Jn. 5:21-22)
Jesus says you have life and you will not be judged.

5:24: A tense situation
· Present: Hear and believe
· Future: Never judged; Why?
· A believer is never judged re: eternal life
· Life is the key issue re: the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:11-15)
· We are judged concerning our works (2 Cor. 5:10-11)
· Past: has passed from death to life
· Since the Son gives life to whom He will and since “all” judgment has been committed to Him (v. 22), He can call others to eternal life now and guarantee they will be free from judgment later
· Our eternal destiny is fixed by the mighty word of Jesus Christ!
· The Judge will not listen to our case because that case is settled
· The offer of life involves a permanent gift that has no conditional element at all beyond its initial reception by faith.  Do we believe His Word?
5:25: “Death to life” (24) The one who believes has a spiritual resurrection now.     
· What is coming has already taken place
· The spiritually dead (unbelievers) need to move from death to life
· Jesus’ word is the “life-giving” instrument God uses
· Nicodemus heard about the new birth, the woman heard about a drink that permanently satisfies, here is a miraculous resurrection from a word.
5:26-30 – The Lifegiver and the Judge
· The Lifegiver and Judge can give a resurrection to life or condemnation
· A resurrection to life can come to those who do good, BUT…
· No one does good (Rom. 3:10-12, 19-20)
· Righteousness only comes by faith (3:21-24)
· Life comes from believing (John 5:24)
· There is no judgment for those who simply believe! “Shall not come into condemnation”. 
· No one who believes will have a “resurrection of condemnation”.
5:31-40 – The certainty of our faith: Can I get a witness?
· His own witness – Not effective if only Him (Dt. 17:6, 19:15)
· The witness of the Father – “has testified” The Scriptures? 5:39
· The water (baptism) “This is My beloved Son”
· The blood (His death) Earthquake; veil rent in two
· The Spirit (God’s Word/fulfilled prophecy – Silver dollars in Texas; Daniel 9:24-27; Isa. 53 – “That’s Jesus”
· The witness of John the Baptist – “I saw the HS…”; Jn. 1:5-7, 19-21; 3:34-35
· Jesus’ works – Jn. 14:11; 20:30-31; Mt. 12 
· 5:34 - “Saved” – 3:17; 10:9; 12:47
· 5:38-40 The response to the witnesses
· The Scriptures could give them what they need, but
· They were unwilling to believe, in fact, believing may have little to do with evidence; we may believe silly things to be true.
· 5:38 – “Abiding” = At home; a spiritual relationship to God or His truth. Clearer in 6:56: 8:32; 12:46; 15:4, 5, 6, 7). God’s word had no place in their hearts.
· 5:39 – Though they studied (searched) God’s Word, their theological predisposition and their heart attitude kept them from finding Him.
· 5:40: However, their failure to find Jesus as the Christ in the testimony of God's word was due to a fundamental unwillingness "to come to [Him] that [they] might have life."  Very simply put, 
· They do not believe in Him because they do not want to believe in Him. 
· They "are not willing" to allow the Scriptures to lead them to God's Son. 
· Their searching of the Scriptures would never bring them to Jesus if they were not open to the scriptural witness.  
· 5:41-42: At the root of this unwillingness was the Jews' desire for "honor" within their own peer group (note vs. 44!).  
· This could be translated: "you do not have love for God in yourselves."  How sad they were dull to the greatest command (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).  
          
Vs. 43: “Another” Probably the antichrist of 1 John 2:18; 4:1-3; Rev. 13:11-18 
· Likely, John’s teaching on this came from Jesus
· Jesus had come to represent the Father 5:19-23, but their unbelief was willful and had a consequence
· A reluctance to receive truth is an open invitation to accept error!
v. 44: A hard heart. It’s not the evidence, it’s the heart. If there is an unwillingness to believe, belief becomes impossible until it is overwhelmed by irrefutable evidence. Is there enough proof, for someone who is unwilling to believe? 
· Jesus' words, "How can you believe?" An individual's personal will or desire can blind him to the truth.
· We take medications, eat things, and so on with very little evidence.
· The OT, like Gen. 3:15 (called protoevangelium) and Dan. 9:24, gave many prophecies about the Christ. There is plenty of evidence.
· Ignorance of revealed truth is never a valid excuse, but even less so with ”experts" in the Jewish law!   

