John 4:27-54 That’s the power of YOU
MAIN: An honest and humble testimony can change lives
· Just as the women with water, now Jesus uses food as an analogy
· John 2: Jesus has the power to bring inward transformation and here this power is simply in His Word. Later, John shows Jesus’ Word is not limited by distance (Mt. 8:8!!)
4:28 - “Left her waterpot” LOVE THIS! Came thirsty, left spiritually “quenched”
4:31-33 - Jesus had broken Rabbinic protocol in talking with the woman, but they knew better than to question Him.
4:32-38 - Jesus was sustained by doing God’s will. You don’t have to wait until the right time to set your heart on evangelism. Things are ready. Doesn’t mean every individual is, but there are opportunities. Evangelism involves timing, wisdom, prayer, and grace. The fields are white. They’re ready. Are you?
· The sowing had happened, the reaping was about to begin
4:36 - Faithfulness often stores up rewards for the future Gal. 6:6-10; Lk, 19:11-27
· We often benefit from the work others have done to build bridges and relationships.
· Let’s make sure we leave good situations for others to work when we don’t get the desired outcome.
· God has people prepared; go find them
4:37 - “In this case,” Scripture is similar to literature in general; some things we say are not universally true, but applicable to certain situations.  It relates to a particular situation being discussed
4:38 - We can be confident that God has people “going before us”. God is preparing hearts and the right situations.
· Evangelism often involves a spiritual partnership; we each have our place
4:39-40 The woman at the well becomes an example of preparing others
· A personal testimony of the truth can become a powerful thing
· God’s work in your life can help others to believe
· Her humility was a powerful instrument
4:40-42 The woman’s courage and humility started a good “chain reaction”; so can yours.
· Her reputation had apparently plagued her. Now, her interest was on others
· A person’s testimony and the Word of Christ are powerful instruments
4:42 - They got it
· Faith can, and does, occur apart from signs, based on Jesus' Word alone.  
· In effect, that is the desired result of this Gospel, 
· The readers of John have to believe without seeing any of the signs [see 20:29!].   
· Their confession is that Jesus is “the Christ, the Savior of the world”, not just for Israel and their region; He takes away “the sin of the world”. (1:29).
· Interestingly, as Brown points out (1:172) the Samaritan concept of Messiah did not include the concept of Messiah’s divinity. 
· But as John 20:30,31 shows, the words "Son of God" are a synonym for "the Christ."  In a Jewish context, to believe that Jesus is the "Son of God" is to believe Him to be the Christ [see 9:35].  
· There are many things that are true and important; some things are not known or understood to the listener, for example, Scripture tells us the disciples did not know or understand:
· About the cross, which Peter, unknowingly, tried to prevent (Mt. 16:22)
· About the resurrection (John 2:18-21)
· About His deity (John 14:8-11)
· This does not mean they are unimportant, only that they were not known by the disciples when they believed in Him. If a person doesn’t know about something, they can’t believe it. They did later!
· What is important is the conviction that the Christ can give eternal life to everyone, and not simply to Jews.

4:43-54 - The power of the second sign
· While the nobleman believed Jesus’ promise concerning his son (50), he had not yet believed in Jesus as the Christ (53). 
· We can believe God for many things, but we don’t have life until we believe in Jesus for eternal life.

4:51-53 – Power over distance; the second sign. 
· We struggle with that; Have to pray “in church” or “location” with someone
· “And his household” Acts 16:34 - often connected with family members (father) coming to faith (Acts 16)
· Meaning = This works for you and your family, if they also believe
· Again, notice the power of testimony and the impact on others. His son has lived physically. Now the whole family lived spiritually.

4:54 One sign was often enough. Our testimony and God’s Word can lead to effective evangelism.
