[bookmark: _Hlk213255829]John 4:43-5:1-23 – Like Father, like Son
MAIN: Knowing what God is like makes believing easier
Review
· Jesus has the power to transform 2:1-4:42 and the power of His Word 

I. The Power of Jesus (and His Word) 4:43-54
· John: about giving signs that you may believe (20:30-31) 
· This second sign gives good reason: Distance is not an issue with God. 
· Don’t have to be present to pray effectively - Mt. 8:5-13
· Don’t need to be at church or have a pastor present. 

II. The Passion of Jesus 5:1-15

 Vs. 1-2: Jesus leaves to attend a feast at Jerusalem; likely Pentecost.
The writer does not say that “there was such a pool in Jerusalem”. He says, “Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool…”
· This was destroyed in 70 AD, This dates John before 70 AD	 

Vss. 3-4: A crowd of suffering people are gathered at this “double pool”  .
· Waiting for the angel to stir the waters; When he did, healing took place.
· No healing properties in the water, angelic help likely assumed.
· John obviously affirmed that

Vs. 5-7: Deliberate: God is sympathetic to how long we have to suffer; 38 years!
· Luke 13:10-17 “think of it” (16) “was it not necessary” 
· DAUGHTER of Abraham Gal. 3:7
· James 5:11 God cares a great deal and doesn’t give me what I deserve. 
· Proverbs 20:9 Who can say?
· Lam. 3:22-27, 31-39 – Complaining? Oh, oh…
· What we will realize one day Rom. 8:34-39 – Intercessory prayer
v. 6 – What do you want? Have you given up?
· Do you want to be made well?”
· Long trials can crush our hope Rom. 5:3-5; Gal. 6:9

Time and frustration can lead us away from seeking the Lord.
· Sometimes, for His own reasons, we have to “wait on the Lord” for answers. Ps. 37:9, 34: Isa. 30:18; 40:30  
· If we wait and look for it, we will almost always see mercy in trials..  
· This is the situation in which the power of Jesus' word can best be seen.  
· Man's desire for the impossible must be met by Jesus' all-powerful word!     

Vss. 8-9a: THAT’S A GOOD WORD. No need for angels here.
· “Immediately!” The power or Jesus’ word
· One who is compassionate and all-powerful

                (2) The sign challenged: 5:9b-15

 Vss. 9b-10: YOU’RE KIDDING ME! The danger of man-made religion
· The law: Not to do ordinary work on the Sabbath (Dt. 5:13, 14)
· Who would not rescue their own ox or donkey on the Sabbath (Mt. 12:11)?
· Exceptional activity was not the point. Normal work was to cease.  

5:9-10 The command Jesus gave was not a violation of the law.  
· But, even if it had been, the Lawgiver is sovereign over His own law.  
· He could grant an exception; Jesus was "Lord of the Sabbath" (Mark 2:28).   

5:11-13: The man tells them Who healed him. “Told” is more like “announced”. 
· Jesus exposes their legalistic, law-oriented thinking.
· What matters to them is adherence to the law as they understood it and not the mercy that had healed an invalid of 38 years! 
· John knew well about legalism (Acts 15) and likely discussed it with Paul, Peter, and James (Gal. 2:9).
· Vss. 13-15: Unlike the man earlier, he didn’t even know who Jesus was. Didn’t come to faith.
· Jesus' warning to him concerns the man's temporal well-being.
· Jesus was aware, as was this man, of something that had led to this situation. He warned him against repeating that sin.  ("Sin no more" can hardly mean "never commit another sin of any kind"!)  
· “You do it again, you’re inviting more trouble.” The man's sin, whatever it was, was no small matter.  
· No matter: When Jesus spoke, the healing happened
III. The Person of Jesus 5:16-23

Another thing they didn’t know; Jesus is God
· Scripture tells us the disciples did not know or understand:
· About the cross, which Peter tried to prevent (Mt. 16:22; John 20:9)
· About the resurrection (John 2:18-21; 20:9)
· About His deity (John 14:8-11)
· This does not mean they are unimportant, only that they were not known by the disciples when they believed in Him. If a person doesn’t know about something, they can’t believe it. They did later!
· What is important: The conviction that the Christ can give eternal life - (John 6:68-69)
5:16-18: Jesus is equal with the Father
5:19-23
· The bottom line of this discussion is that the word of Jesus is also the word of the Father. The actions of the Son are the actions of God
· “Greater works” – Lazarus, Jesus’ resurrection (2:20-21)
· To the Son belongs both honor and the right to judge
· Do you want to know God? Look at Jesus
