Rahab: Bad background, “wrong” ethnicity; loved by God
Rahab:
The One who can forgive your past can also reshape your future
No matter how bad you’ve been, you can become God’s friend
When we obey God during trials, we show ourselves to be His friend and vindicate our faith before others
Vindicated means to prove that someone or something is right or true after others believed it was wrong, or to clear someone from blame or suspicion. It can also refer to demonstrating the validity of a claim or theory. What Abraham believed wasn’t “dead” or ineffective.
The Story of Rahab; Josh. 1-5; 
The agreement:
· Spies are sent by Joshua to Jericho
· Rahab meets them and she acknowledges Yahweh as God
· The King of Jericho knows they came to her
· He asks Rahab where they are
· Rahab has hid them under stalks of flax on her roof
· She says they left, and if they hurry, they can catch them
· She misdirects those in pursuit
· A covenant is made between Rahab and the Jews
· “You keep this quiet; you and your family will live.”
· “If you don’t, it’s on your head.”
· Rahab lets them down by a rope and they hid in the mountains
· The spies return and tell Joshua, “We got this! They’re scared”. 
The context and Rahab’s example - Jas. 2:25
· James isn’t concerned about a lifestyle of faith; he wanted to sho to show there was a visible manifestation of faith.
· Then, the person who had it could be vindicated or justified by their actions.
· Rahab was justified by works, before men, just like Abraham, not faith + works. That’s never mentioned
· Joseph with Potifer’s wife = a great example of this
· The ‘salvation” in James = to deliver one’s life (Physical). Starts in ch. 1 – the “salvation of the soul (life)”; Never used of eternal salvation.
· Heb. 11:31 – Her faith saved her life, and that of her family
· Her reputation was that of a harlot, but God gives her a  new reputation (Rev. 2:17 “a new name”?)
· Our past failures don’t determine our future identity
· If you will live by faith, God will not only give you eternal life initially, He will shape a new identity and, in many ways and on many levels, save your life.
· Rahab is a great example of someone who saved her life because of her works. 
· Heb. 11:31 the emphasis is on receiving the spies, due to her faith. In James 2:26, James emphasizes the fact that she “sent them out another way,” focusing on her works that justified or vindicated her before men.
Is God automatically friends with all believers? Are all Christians disciples?
How do we get eternal life? It’s surprisingly simple – John 6:47
How do I become a disciple? It’s very challenging – Lk. 14:2 5-27
Summary
· Abraham = new identity; friend of God
· Saved his life; matured his faith, saved his son
· Rahab = the harlot is now a woman of God
She saved her life and the life of her family - Heb. 11:31
Good works are the life-giving influence to our faith
There are certain times in the lives of people of faith when a failure to act would demonstrate the deadness of their faith. At those times, the appropriate actions instead manifest the vitality of their faith.
The Objector needed to see a visible connection between faith and works; there isn’t always one. It’s not an issue of lifestyle; only of connection. When we are faced with a trial, do we show our faith?
