2 Samuel 11-12: David, Uriah, and Bathsheba: Are you running from God?
MAIN: Hiding from God only makes things worse
King David saw Bathsheba bathing and, despite knowing she was married to Uriah, summoned her to his palace and had an affair with her, resulting in her pregnancy. To cover up his sin, David called Uriah back from battle, but when Uriah refused to sleep with Bathsheba, David arranged for Uriah to be killed in combat, after which he married Bathsheba, but faced severe consequences for his actions from God.
Overview of the Story
The story of David, Bathsheba, and Uriah is found in 2 Samuel 11-12 in the Bible. It highlights themes of power, temptation, and moral failure.
Key Events
David's Actions
· Staying Behind: King David remained in Jerusalem while his army fought, which was unusual for a king.
· Seeing Bathsheba: While walking on his palace roof, David saw Bathsheba bathing and was captivated by her beauty.
· Summoning Bathsheba: Despite knowing she was married to Uriah, David sent for Bathsheba and had an affair with her, resulting in her pregnancy.
Uriah's Role
· Loyal Soldier: Uriah, Bathsheba's husband, was a soldier fighting for David. When summoned back home, he refused to sleep with Bathsheba, choosing to remain loyal to his fellow soldiers.
· David's Deception: To cover up the affair, David arranged for Uriah to be placed at the front lines of battle, where he was killed.
Consequences
· Prophet Nathan's Confrontation: After Uriah's death, the prophet Nathan confronted David about his sins, leading to David's repentance.
· Divine Judgment: Nathan informed David that his child with Bathsheba would die and the sword would never depart from David’s house.
Aftermath
· Birth of Solomon: Following the death of their first child, Bathsheba later gave birth to Solomon (Peace) and Jeddidiah (beloved of God), who would become a significant king of Israel.
This story serves as a cautionary example of the abuse of power and the consequences of sin.
Lessons (NOT from AI)
1. We can’t run from God – Jonah 1:3: Ps. 139:7-8 – David knew better
2. It is not uncommon, when sin is an issue with us, that we will express stronger condemnation for that sin in others – Rom. 2:1
3. As believers, our relationship with God lasts forever; our fellowship lasts as long as our obedience. Openness to God is critical to our fellowship - 1 John 1:7
4. It is critical to deal with issues in our lives – Prov. 28:13-14
a. The result of openness is fellowship with God
b. The result of openness and honesty with God is mercy!
c. He already knows!
d. Numbers 32:23 – Your sin will find you out
5. The story ends with resolution and hope
a. Solomon means “peace
b. Jedadiah means “Loved or beloved by God.” David means “beloved.”
6. Communion is the perfect vehicle to keep short accounts – 1 Cor. 11:27-31

