The Story of Christmas is a story of God’s grace: Another one bites the dust
Genesis 38 – Mercy in the midst of decline
Sons 1-3
1. Genesis 34 – The Dinah incident. Simeon and Levi (Sons #s 2-3) 
· Dinah – The victim
· Shechem – The offender
· Hamor – Shechem’s father
· Jacob – Dinah’s father
· Simeon and Levi – Sons #2-3 and Dinah’s brothers
Summary: Dinah is raped by Shechem, a Hivite (Gentile), whose father was the prince of the country. Shechem claimed after the incident, to love Dinah and wanted to marry her, essentially offering any dowry (amount) to see that happen.
The family of Dinah, angry over what had happened, turned to deception and demanded that the Gentile Shechem be circumcised before that could happen. Shechem and Hamor agreed to the terms and pursued the men of the city to also agree, using the possibility of gain from Jacob’s family in so doing.
While the men were recovering from the procedure, Simeon and Levi attacked their weakened opponents, killing them, plundering the city and taking their enemies’ wives and children captive in the process. 
The sons used God’s covenant in an inappropriate and deceptive manner. Jacob almost certainly should have dealt with the matter, seeing he was aware of it. 
Immorality, deception, and murder permeate this story and cast a shadow over the character of Simeon and Levi.
2. Genesis 35:21-22 - #1: Reuban (Son #1) and his father’s concubine
· Rueban, the firstborn son of Jacob acted immorally with his father’s concubine, Bilhah, Rachel’s servant and mother to Dan and Naphtali. 
· It’s possible that this was a “power move” to prematurely replace his father as patriarch. It cost him his firstborn birthright (Gen. 49:3-4; 1 Chron. 5:1-2).
Son #4 - Judah
3. Genesis 37:20-28; 38 - Et tu, Judah? (Son #4)
· Following the failures of sons 1-3, Judah becomes the focus in chaps. 37-38. The sons of Jacob (Israel) are in decline in Canaan. 
· Sells his brother into slavery
· Marries Canaanite women
· Oblivious as to why his sons die
· Disregards the Law concerning his 3rd son and his daughter-in-law
· Judah’s lack of spirituality “pushed” his daughter-in-law into a compromise
· Judah becomes self-righteous
· The grandfather becomes a father; tough childhood for Perez
4. Two Conclusion: God has to get them out of there; Bad neighborhood
· 1) Canaan is bad for them. 
· Gen. 43:32 – This will take care of the intermarriage concern
· 2) The future is painted with grace – Ruth 4:12
· And now you know, the rest of the story

What we can learn from these accounts
1. Bad company ruins good habits…both ways

2. When we are faithless, He remains faithful…to us and to His plan

3. We can’t do the right thing the wrong way, as Simeon and Levi learned

4. We can count on God to ultimately accomplish His good will

5. The persons and events that led to Jesus’ birth are filled with disappointments and failures

6. The way the Lord chose to begin Matthew and, in our Bibles, the New Testament should tell us something about both God’s perspective and ours


The story of Christmas is a story of God’s grace…
And so is your story!



