John 7: Confusion about the Christ and the promise of the Spirit
Jesus identity is the key to life
· MAIN: The Spirit can give a rich and impactful life now and forever
· 
· Vv. 1-5 – Hello, Joseph! So, Jesus wanted to avoid Judea, as the Jews wanted to kill Him, but his brothers, who didn’t believe in Him, encouraged Him to go there, 
· The idea they expressed was to show His works (which they believed proved nothing).
· For Jesus’ life and ministry, it involved timing. It does for us, as well.
· God has sovereign plans and purposes we can trust
The Heavenly Scholar
· Vv. 6-9 Probably because it would have changed the course of events
· V. 8 - “Yet” - It’s important to use the best translation
· The oppression by the Jewish leaders impacted how others thought/spoke of Him
· Vv. 14-15 - Regardless of their feelings and reactions, He was right. They should have known.
· Vv. 16-17 - An obedient heart is better able to know truth. The heart often precedes the mind.
· Vv. 19-29They never liked Jesus pointing out what they had done wrong/their hypocrisy
· V. 20 Look at v. 25!!
· Deflection: A common way to avoid dealing with the issue
Could This Be the Christ?
· V. 30 - God’s protection?
· V. 31 - The signs had done their job, but the recipients lacked integrity and a willing heart
· Vv. 32-36 - Should have asked.
· Immediately went to slander
The Promise of the Holy Spirit
Vv. 37-39 - The Holy Spirit: One big, beautiful, Benefit
· Not typically given in the Old Testament – Num. 11:25-29; John 7:39; 14:17
· We get the Holy Spirit when we believe – John 7:37-39; Eph. 1:13-14
The Holy Spirit:
· Baptizes you into the Body of Christ – 1 Cor. 12:12-13; Rom. 8:9; 
· The fact of His Baptism – John 1:33; 1 Cor. 12:13; Rom. 6:4
· Joins us to Christ – Eph. 2:2-7; Rom. 6:1; Col. 2:11-13
· Seals us until the Day of Redemption – Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30
· Indwells those who believe – 1 Cor. 3:16; John 7:37-39; 14:17; Rom. 8:9
· Empowers those who believe to experience – Rom. 8:6, 13; Gal. 5:16-18
· When we believe we possess life – Jn. 11:25-27
· When we live by the Spirit, we experience life – Rom. 8:6, 10-11, 13

Location, location, location
· Vv. 40-42 - Location, location, location; So THIS is what kept you from believing.
· When we can’t “figure things out”, it inhibits believing God
· Here, didn’t investigate it enough (Matthew answered it)
· V. 46 - Should have been a clue…
· V. 47-49Assumptions are dangerous
Ezekiel 47:1-11
· “The last day” of the feast
· Waters that bring life and flow from the Temple in eternity
· Today, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20)
· In eternity, believers will be instruments of blessing to the world!

