John 8:1-12 The men caught in hypocrisy by the Light of the World
MAIN: The Giver of the Law also brings grace to the world
Context
Throughout the Gospel of John, the focus has appropriately been on the Person of Jesus, who He is. After all, that’s the focal point of the Gospel. (Matt. 16:13-15; John 20:30-31; 11:25-27). In ch. 7, a major focus involved questions and confusion about Jesus’ identity. Chapter 8 takes a practical turn and emphasizes another aspect of who Jesus is and the impact of that truth on our lives.
7:50-53 – Nic. stopped the “lynch mob.”
7:52 – BETTER translation = “no prophet is arisen.”
8:1-5 What do I say? Where’s the man? There is no trial or verdict. This is a religious mob - Ex. 23:2; Lev. 19:15; Jn. 7:24, 51
8:6
· From GES, faithalone.org Wilkin
· So notice the three elements: 1) Jesus writing with His finger, 2) Jesus doing so twice, and 3) Jesus doing so in a dispute about the Law of Moses.
· From Exodus: But they could not duplicate the plague of lice. In that case the magicians said, ‘“This is the finger of God’” (Exod 8:19).
· “When Jesus cast out demons He was accused of doing so by the power of the ruler of demons, not by the power of God (Luke 11:15). As part of His response the Lord Jesus makes this great statement, “But if I cast out demons with the finger of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you” (Luke 11:19). Once again the finger of God is a picture of omnipotence, of unlimited power.”
8:7-8
· Jesus avoided saying anything about her guilt. Looking down, writing, wasn’t looking at them. Isa. 11:2-4
· Why not pass judgment? Not crucial. Evidence hasn’t been brought!! Man wasn’t brought. A verdict without a verdict.
8:8-11
· Doesn’t address her guilt or innocence, only the penalty (katakrima)
· 1) Krima = the judgment or condemnation 2) Katakrima = the punishment that ensues from the judgment; “You’re guilty” vs. “You’re going to jail” 
· Jesus is saying, “I won’t impose the penalty for your sin on you.”
· How do you think she reacted? The embarrassment of being “caught” in an embarrassing situation. She likely had to get dressed, dragged out by these men and publicly accused and shamed. 
· Then, to have Jesus put her self-righteous accusers in their place. How many of these men do you think never had lustful thoughts? How many could say they had not sinned, even that day?
· She has been delivered by Him. He saved her life. She’s probably dealt with her sin.
· What does the fact that no stones were thrown tell you? Why didn’t they throw stones? Their own guilt. Why didn’t Jesus? Mercy? The One who gave the Law.
· John 1:17 – Truth is still there, but grace got a spotlight
8:12
· This is not a statement about receiving eternal life. That has already been made very clear in John (1:12; 3:14-16, 18, 4:10; 5:24; 6:35, 47). 
· A believer has believed in Christ for eternal life (Jn. 6:47). 
· A disciple is a learner or student who is following Christ. (Lk. 14:25). 
· Those who become disciples of Christ have the light those who walk in fellowship enjoy (1 John 1:5-7). We get “light” from the clarity of God’s Word.
· “Follow the truth and you won’t end up like these guys.”
· Making a judgment is not the same as being judgmental. One is an objective pronouncement. The other involves an attitude that lacks empathy and self-examination. 1 Cor. 5 vs. James 4
· Are we gracious, humble people?
· Has mercy and grace ever prompted you to live for the Lord? Rom. 2:4

