2-1-26 John 8 13-59 - Jesus can set you free
8:1-11 - “I can set you free. You don’t have to be like those guys.” John has made clear how we get EL (1:12; 3:14-16; 5:24; 6:35, 47; 11:25-27). Those who believe can be changed by the Christ who is the Light.
Disciples can have freedom (8:31-36).
8:22 - MORE misunderstanding; designed for those who want answers. Jesus said the problem is their unwillingness to come to Him (Jn. 5:40)
8:23-24 This is crucial. Notice it’s not an issue of the sins being paid for, but the enslavement sin brings. That’s why they need the Light of the world. 
8:25 – “You’re not really listening, are you?” They had heard many times - Mt. 13:14; 2 Cor. 3:14-15
Jn. 8:27 - John gives us insight into why the Jews responded the way they did
Verse 30 is key; Jesus addresses them, believers. The Jews didn’t know who had believed. So, when they hear Jesus talk to this particular group, the antagonists are further confused and respond (33). 
· Jesus’ words convinced “many” to believe in Him.
· This is consistent with the context of being free from sin by following the Light of the world and so, not dying in sins (8:12, 24).
· But, again, the Jews are unaware that Jesus was talking to those who had believed. Unbelievers don’t, and can’t have freedom.
8:33 – The theme of misunderstanding comes up. Yes they had been and were. They were currently under Roman rule.
8:34-36
· From John Hart, Moody Bible Commentary: “8:34-36. Since everyone, apart from Christ, commits sin (Rm 3:10-19, 23), everyone is a slave of sin (2Pt 2:19; Rm 6:16, 20). Jesus illustrated this idea with an example from real life. Since a slave can be sold by his owner to another family, he does not remain in the household forever (v. 35). But a son does. Since Jesus is the Son of God, He can make one free (v. 36) in its true spiritual sense (free indeed), both from sin’s penalty (justification), when we believe, and sin’s power (sanctification).”
· Here, the emphasis is on sanctification (to disciples).
· The “them” is the broader audience again, as they were the ones responding, unaware that Jesus had been speaking to believers earlier. 
· Jesus’ words have application to anyone.
· V. 35 a general illustration. The idea of being a child/son, used here of a follower, as in 1 Peter 3:6 and being Sarah’s “daughters” “IF” you do what is right. Notice here 8:39
· A slave is not part of the family. Jesus and believers are sons. Since THE Son is part of the family, He can make you permanently free. Rademacher: “He can bestow family privileges on you”, give you life, make you part of the family, and free you from slavery
· Being under the Law permanently was never the plan
· The problem is v. 37. They are physical descendants, but unresponsive
· Physically, they are Abraham’s offspring, but unwilling to do His will - Jn. 5:39-40
8:37-47 – Like Father, like child
8:38-44
· “Children” used here as 8:35. “Followers or imitators”. 1 Peter 3:6 and being Sarah’s “daughters”; “IF” you DO what is right; see also Isa. 8:16-17 and Heb. 2:13
· If all else fails, use an insult (ad hominem)
· Dr. Hart, “Since Jesus was the revelation of God, if God were their Father, they would love Jesus, the One who had come from God.”
· If we don’t respond (to Jesus), we cannot hear and understand His Word.
· Their minds were blinded by Satan and sin (2 Cor. 4:4)
· When anyone acts in the flesh, they are living out that part of them, ultimately linked to Satan (1 John 3:8; Rom. 8:6-8)
· Satan is a murderer and the father of lies
8:45-47
· “Of God” = sourced in God
· A natural man (unbeliever) does not accept the things of God and cannot understand them (1 Cor. 2:14)
 8:48-59 - The eternal Son of God
8:48-52
· 8:52 - Keeps my word” = believes in Me
8:53-59
· 8:54 - Clear reference to Jesus’ Father being God
· 8:58 - “I am” Reference to Ex. 3:14. 
· There are many “I am” statements in John.
· Present tense, the eternal, self-existent One
· “Took up stones” – They got it, though some today do not (He is God).
