John 11:1-53
MAIN: Sometimes, Something Bad Becomes Something Better
Background: Our study of John has taught us that it is increasingly clear that the leaders in Israel were not receptive to Jesus and, in fact, had already concluded that He was not, and could not be, the Christ. His identity has been central to this book. This downward trend of the rejection of Jesus now brings them to want to stop Jesus at all costs, despite the evidence that He was the Christ. So, rejection eventually becomes a desire to kill him.
Part of understanding literal language in John 11, is knowing that it contains figures of speech (Illocutionary force = what you mean by what you say)
· Sometimes God allows something bad for something better
· There are times the “something better” = bringing God glory. How do we react to that?
1. Reactions to the report of Lazarus 11:1-16 Reactions to the report
· There are times that the Lord will allow suffering into our lives to achieve a greater good. Can we trust Him for that?
· What if the greater good isn’t something we see now? What if it’s His glory? What if it’s preparation for a better eternity?
2. Reaction to the reassurance about Lazarus 11:17-27
“You let him die?!”
· One of the clearest statements about eternal life in the Bible
· Jesus is the Lifegiver: He gives life to the dead and gives life to the living
· Two realities in vv. 25-27 = 1) I am the Lifegiver 2) Those who believe that get eternal life
· Those who try to get EL any other way don’t get it
· 1Jn. 5:1 – The Christ = the Lifegiver

3. Reactions to the resurrection of Lazarus 11:28-53
· Rom. 4 – Abe with Isaac, “God can raise the dead”. Abraham was “fully convinced.” “God can/will do this.”
· What does Jesus’ reaction at the tomb tell you about God?
· 11:46-53 Continues the theme of unwilling hearts; very sad


Take aways
1. What simple way can I share the Gospel, seeing how Jesus shared it here?
· What did Jesus do in presenting the message of life that you noticed?
· What did Jesus NOT do or say that you noticed or surprised you?
· Do you believe Jesus left something essential out of the message?
· How will this presentation help you in presenting the message of life?
2. What does it mean to believe that Jesus is the Christ?
· Throughout the Gospel of John, the issue of who Jesus is comes up. Why is that? (Jn. 20:30-31)
· Where is our faith to be placed? What is the object?
· Many things can be important truths that help us to understand how and why the identity of Jesus is critical.

3. How does God react to some tragedies, like death?
4. What is the condition of dead believers?
5. Why does God allow some tragedies in our lives?

