John 9 - The Light of the world brings light to darkness – The Sixth Sign
How would you write a tract from this chapter?
MAIN: A “works-salvation” view makes you blind
I. 9:1-7 – The blind man healed
9:1-4
· There are times God allows things in our lives to glorify Himself. It worked, as millions have read this story.
· Many here believed in karma.
· A picture of 2 Cor. 4:4 – everyone blind from birth (Pr. 20:12)
9:3-4 
· Some, but not all, maladies are the result of sin - 1 Cor. 11:30 
· Wondering “why” can knock believers out of the game spiritually
· Bodies initially were made from the dust; a symbol of humanity; spittle came from Jesus’ mouth, symbolic of God’s word “fixing” flawed humanity
· The clay is a focus here (9:6, 11, 14-15). It is tied to Jesus’ identity (Ex. 4:11) as God and the Creator/Potter (Ro. 9:21 and Job 10:9; 33:6)
· “Night” The events of the crucifixion = the disciples are scattered, no teaching/ministry
· 9:6 - made something useful out of the ground
II. 9:8-12 – The initial reactions
9:9 - “It’s me!!”
9:10
· Factual; now the issue becomes the heart and receptiveness.
· On the one hand, what does it matter?
· Someone is blind from birth and can see, how would you react?
9:11 - Just the facts. (“I got a text” illustration)
9:12 – Why do you ask?
III. 9:13-34 Enter the Pharisees, looking for reasons not to believe
A. Round I - 9:13-17 – What if He is greater than the Sabbath?
9:13-16 - Identity of Jesus an issue again: Sarcasm alert; 
9:16 – Good question, deserves an answer 
9:17 - “Um, don’t know, I’m guessing a prophet.”
 B. Enter Dad and Mom - 9:18-23 – Pass the buck, please
C. 9:24-34 – Round II – Don’t confuse us with the facts
9:18-19 – Facts are stubborn things
9:20-23 – “If you know the right answer, you can’t say it!”
9:25 – The bottom line
9:28 – Pretty obvious answer: He’s the Christ!
9:27-28 - When you’re unwilling to deal with reality; Big theme = unwillingness
9:30-34 – The sarcasm was lost on them; not everyone wants to believe; there’s enough out there. Who’s really blind here?
IV. John 9:35-41 - The Christ = the Son of God; Do you see it?
· Mt. 16:16 (Peter’s confession); 26:63 (His trial); Mk. 1:1 (Intro. to Mark’s gospel); Lk. 4:41 (The Demon’s confession); John 6:69 (Do you want to leave me, too?); Jn. 11:27 (Martha’s response); 20:30-31 (Purpose of John)
· Apposition: “A grammatical construction where two noun phrases are placed next to each other, with one noun providing additional information about the other. For example, in the sentence "My brother, a doctor, is visiting," "a doctor" is in apposition to "my brother," giving more detail about him.”
· Properly, to believe Jesus is the Son of God is to believe He is the Lifegiver.
Summary of this section (TMBC, Hart): Jesus came to show people that they were spiritually blind. And so those who didn’t get it, would get it. Their works-salvation was blindness; they thought they were fine. He tried to get them to see that. God has to turn the lights on - 2 Cor. 4:4; Acts 16:14. 
9:40 - Expects a negative in Greek, “We aren’t also blind, are we?”
9:39-41 Hart, “The judgment that Jesus brought into this world was the condemnation of sin that would lead people to faith. This judgment was so that those who do not see may see, i.e. the spiritually blind may believe and gain spiritual sight. The antithesis is that those who see may become blind, i.e., the self-righteous who “see” may become hardened (12:39-40). Jesus conceded that the Pharisees did “see” to a degree (vv. 40-41) since He had clearly revealed Himself as Messiah to them. If they were totally blind, they would have no sin of rejecting Him. But they insisted, We see. Therefore, Jesus declared that their sin of rejecting Christ remained. The Jewish leaders had greater accountability because of their privileged position as the leaders of the chosen people, to whom God’s revelation had been entrusted (Rom. 3:1).” (P. 1616 ‘The Moody Bible Commentary’). Not everyone can handle the truth, or wants it – John 5:39-40
