John 12: Where are your investments? Keeping our lives by losing them.
What Are You Living For?
12:23 is pivotal. Up until now, many things have not happened because it was not the Father’s timing for Jesus. The rejection of the sign in John 11 is significant. Despite multiple witnesses, not even a man raised from the dead convinced the leaders.
Instead of the sign of Lazarus convincing them, they wanted to kill Lazarus, as his presence was a continual reminder of the identity of Jesus, their hard hearts, and unbelief. From the leader’s perspective, Lazarus impeded their agenda, as many believed in Jesus (12:17-19).
So, their rejection and desire to kill Jesus led to this moment. As only a Man of God could do, Jesus faced death with power and used it to teach a key principle in vv. 24-26.
It’s interesting that, as the Jewish leaders rejected Jesus, it is those from the Gentile world (“certain Greeks”) who are seeking Jesus and “want to see Jesus”. It is at this point that Jesus teaches one of the only lessons common to all four Gospels: Losing our life to enhance its value in eternity.

Jn. 4:34-38, Gal. 6:6-10 – Investing in eternity vs. power possessions, pleasure = as in the temptations of Christ
Where do you spend your time? Who or what are you living for?
“Soul” – what life consists of. Not inherently bad, but potentially dangerous, if we make fleshly pursuits our focus; power, possessions, pleasure -  Mt. 6:25-34 -  Do not be anxious…
To give up the pursuits our flesh, the world, and Satan would want us to invest our lives in can be a dead-end road, “all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek.”

John 12:24-26…Love and Hate Are Figures of Speech Concerning Priorities (Bob Wilkin)
“The person who “loves his life [psyche]” is living for the now. He is contradicting Jesus’ command, “Don’t lay up treasure on earth” (Matt 6:19). He is failing to serve Jesus (“If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor,” (John 12:26).”
“The person who “hates his life [psyche]” is living for the life to come. He is obeying Jesus’ command, “Lay up treasure in heaven” (Matt 6:20). He is following Jesus and serving Him and will one day be honored by God (John 12:26).”
“Jesus is clearly not suggesting that His followers should abuse their bodies! He isn’t calling for... self-mutilation, sleep deprivation, or anything of the sort. After all, our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit. To abuse our bodies is a sin.”
“What He is calling for is self-denial. Followers of Jesus are to deny themselves any pleasures that stand in the path of glorifying and obeying God.”
Matthew 16:24-28: Five reasons there are problems with understanding this.
(Adapted from “Is Everlasting Life Free, Yet Costly Too?” Bob Wilkin, GES)
1) Those verses are in response to and directed to Peter, clearly, a born-again person (16:13-19)
2) “If anyone wishes to come after Me…” Coming after Jesus is a discipleship concept. Coming to Jesus is a regeneration concept (e.g., John 6:35).
3) There are over 100 verses in the New Testament that say that whoever believes in Jesus has everlasting life. Believe, not follow, serve, or self-denial.
4) Everlasting life cannot be both free and costly. If costly, it’s not free.
5) The issue here is rewards, not entering the kingdom (Mt. 16:27)
Take aways
Are our priorities right? How do we invest our time? Some might say, “I really don’t care”, but do you care how you impact your husband or wife, your children, your friends? If I don’t care, am I loving them? What am I teaching them to live for? What am I communicating about what is important?
What are my priorities? On paper and in reality.
· Is it a good list? Am I accomplishing what I want? Is it a good investment?
· Does my time investment match my intended priority?
· What am I doing that is preventing me from reaching my goals?
Remember: there is a difference between doing something purely selfish and doing something in your self-interest, like eating and sleeping. That’s legitimate.

The question remains: Who or what are we living for?
Knowing God is getting us ready for eternity is life-changing. It’s like boot camp in the military. Adjusting my priorities to that is also life-changing – Heb. 12:28


