John 13:1-17 – Getting ready for the Kingdom: Would you like to be blessed?
As Jesus begins His “last discourse”, He faces death like no one ever. His concern is for others. Critical to the disciples' future is their need for the right mindset and for one another. This approach frames this setting.
If they are going to carry on Jesus’ ministry, they will need one another.
The Triclinium from “The Topical Bible”
The term "triclinium" refers to a type of dining arrangement that was prevalent in the Greco-Roman world, particularly during the time of the New Testament. The word itself is derived from the Greek "tri" meaning "three" and "kline" meaning "couch" or "reclining place." A triclinium typically consisted of three couches arranged in a U-shape around a central table, where guests would recline on their left side and eat with their right hand. This arrangement allowed for intimate conversation and was a common setting for banquets and formal meals.
John 13:1-9 – “Our Lord is a SERVANT??”
· Can you imagine their shock?
· Peter’s concern was that he would not have a “part” or relationship with Jesus.
· He got that when he believed in Jesus for eternal life (Mt. 16:26-20; Jn. 15:2; 1Jn. 5:1)
John 13:10-11 – After a bath, only a daily clean up
· “Bathed” Relationship teaching: a complete washing when we believe (Jn. 15:3; Titus 3:5). 
· The Greek verb "λουώ" (louō) means "to wash" or "to bathe," typically referring to washing the whole person rather than just a part.  AI generated
· “Wash” (daily cleansing) Fellowship teaching (1 John. 1:7-9)
· "nipto" means to wash or cleanse, particularly referring to washing parts of the body like hands, feet, or face. It emphasizes rinsing off dirt rather than a thorough cleaning. AI generated
· To walk with God, we need to “nipto” daily
· Judas had not been washed, forgiven, or regenerated by God’s Word
John 13:12-14 - To be like Jesus, we have to serve like Jesus (Rom. 12:1-2)
· We’re not greater than Jesus Christ; 
· He is our example
· This isn’t a suggestion
John 13:15-17 – Don’t just talk about it
· A life of service becomes a blessed life
· The blessing of God rests on those who do this
· We are blessed if we serve other believers
· Three ways you can do this:
· First, minister God’s Word; “Just wanted to call to share…”
· Ministering God’s Word to others. Husbands, for ex. Eph. 5:25
· Bible studies, Sunday Schools, regular encouragement
· God’s Word reveals areas of needed growth and shows us how to correct them (2 Tim. 3:16-27; Heb. 4:12-13; 1 Jn. 1:9).
· Next, like Jesus, we can serve others by extending forgiveness
· FORGIVENESS: 1 John 1:5-9 - Payment has been made (2:1-2), Relationship is available (John 3:16; 15:2), fellowship needs to be pursued.
· This is true with the Lord – Col. 3:13
· It is also a gift we give others - Mt. 6:14-15; 18:21-35; Eph. 4:31-32
· Develop the right mentality toward servanthood and suffering – Matt. 20:20-28
· A life of service leads to blessing
· The blessing is “the bestowal of good” = praise, benefit (reward) Matt. 5:1-12
· Ideas for service: 
· What needs are you aware of that you can help meet? How can I build up/ encourage others?
· What would I appreciate? “Why doesn’t anybody ever…?”
· Texts, letters, visits, prayer, meals, babysitting, finances

