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Be A Berean
[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 17:10-12, Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men.

· What is the basis for _________
· We hear many voices from so called ___________ that even seem to contradict 
· So… we need know where to turn to find the truth, and that is the __________

· Everything we know directly about _________ and His desire to have a relationship with us is found in the Bible
· How do we know __________ is the only way to the Father (John 14:6)
· How do we know there are not many ways to ____________ (1 Timothy 2:5)

2 Timothy 3:16-17, All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

But how can you know the Bible is in fact true in what it says?

· To start with we can read the bible and test it against known points from history
· Certain people lived in certain places and did certain things, and we can see from history and archeology and read eye witness accounts that have been recorded

· But we also have prophecy that has been recorded and those prophecies have come true
· Daniel
· Jeremiah
· Isaiah (44:28)

· But not just prophecies of ancient Israel, but the return of Israel to the land today

Ezekiel 36:24, “For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land.”

Isaiah 11:11-12, “Then it will happen on that day that the Lord will again recover the second time with His hand the remnant of His people, who will remain, from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And He will lift up a standard for the nations and assemble the banished ones of Israel, and will gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.”

Israel will return in two stages, first in unbelief and later as a nation who sees their messiah and follows Him. Ezek 37:11-14, Dan 12:1-2, Zech 13:8-9, Hosea 5:14-15

Romans 11:25-29, For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.” “This is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.”
From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

Ezekiel 37:26-28, I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will place them and multiply them, and will set My sanctuary in their midst forever. My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people. And the nations will know that I am the Lord who sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst forever.” ’ ”

· No people group has ever been displaced from their homeland for more than a ____________ and then been able to go back and reclaim their land
· ___________ has done it twice, and the second time they were away for over 1700 years

· God chose ___________, and called him out of a pagan nation, Ur of the Chaldeans, to go to a place God would show him
· God promised Abram, later renamed _____________, that God would give him a _______
· Abram believed YHWH and it was credited to him as _________________ (Gen. 15:6)

Can We Trust The Bible
· If the bible says that God is love, then why is there pain in the world?
· If the bible says that all things work together for good, why do good people get cancer?
· Why do good people get divorced?  
· Why do good people die before their time?

If there is a God, and He made promises, how can we know we can trust those promises to be fulfilled?

General Revelation and Special Revelation
· General revelation is something everyone can see
· Order in nature and in the universe
· The complexity of life and the complexity of the universe shows an intricate design which means that there had to be a designer

Psalm 19:1-4, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims the work of His hands.  Day after day they pour out speech; night after night they communicate knowledge. There is no speech; there are no words; their voice is not heard. Their message has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.”

· God reveals Himself to the world generally, but has given special revelation through His __________
· God gave us special revelation through the Bible, to show us His desire to have a ______________ with us
· That relationship comes through ________
· If you believe that the scriptures are in fact ______________, meaning without error in the original giving of the word to human authors, and you believe that God has supernaturally protected His word down through the ages, then it will shape the way you live

· If you believe the Bible is just a compilation of nice stories, and you can pick and choose what you want to believe, then that will also _________ the way you _______

· God, through His prophets and the writers of scripture, gave us over ________ prophecies about the Messiah’s first coming
· ___________ came and fulfilled them all
· God also has given us over _________ prophecies regarding His second coming, and He will fulfill them all

· We can trust what the bible says because of both __________ and __________ revelation
· We can trust what the bible says because of ____________ records and ____________ given in scripture that has come true
· We can believe the bible because we have seen God working in our _______ __________ in ways that strengthen our faith and confirm what we hear about God and the way He works in people’s lives

