Romans 7:14-8:38 - Nothing Separates Us From God’s Love
MAIN: God’s love contextualizes our lives
God’s love should give context to every problem we face: emotion or reality?
7:14-25 - Summary
Because of the reality of our flesh, the believers new, regenerate self is enslaved to bodies that are “dead”, or uncooperative, to what we desire. The result is that we are trapped, or enslaved within our own bodies. Our hope is in Christ, so that, though we serve sin in our flesh, we can serve God with our minds, our new self.
8:1-11 - Summary
“Condemnation” = “penal servitude” or enslavement to the flesh
Believers who “set their minds on the things of the Spirit” don’t have to serve the flesh.
All believers have dead, uncooperative bodies. But, the Spirit makes those dead bodies alive, just as He did with Jesus. A life lived with a focus on the things of the flesh ends up with the experience of death or enslavement. The Spirit’s way of thinking results in “life and peace’ as an experience.
8:12-17 - Summary
A spiritual life is living as an “adult son”. It is the experience of a position given to all believers. All children of God are heirs; they will be in the kingdom, enjoy fellowship with God, are given the Spirit, etc. Believers who suffer with Christ are co-heirs and reign with Christ 2 Tim. 2:12.. Only believers who walk in the Spirit can endure suffering with Christ. What awaits them is so amazing, it’s not worth comparing with what they go through.
8:18-25 - Summary
Creation itself longs to be free from the penalty imposed on it from the Fall. So, it also awaits the coming Kingdom and the lifting of the curse when faithful believers will be revealed, and all believers will get new bodies.
8:26-38 -  - Summary: Encouragement for suffering believers:
· 26-28 Suffering believers are encouraged by the reality of the coming Kingdom, the Spirit’s intercession, and the promise that God will work all things together for good. 
·  29-30 Believers who suffer with Jesus also have comfort in the reality that God knew them in eternity past, planned their conformity to Jesus, and called them to reward (1 Pet. 2:21; 2 Pet. 1:10-11).
· He will vindicate their choice to suffer with Christ and glorify them with Jesus in eternity (8:17-18, 26-30).
8:31-38 - God’s love for us is not interrupted by anything! 
8:31 God is on our side
8:32 If He gave His Son, He’ll give everything else; “against us” = “effectively.”
8:33-34 – Sum: “You’ve sinned, this is your punishment. The path you’ve chosen will not succeed.”
8:33 - Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones?
· “Justifies” God vindicates suffering believers from all accusations
· “You’re suffering is from sin.” God vindicates the innocent
· 8:34 – “Condemn” BDAG “To pronounce a sentence on” They say, “This is punishment for sin” or “This is what should happen to you.”
· Jesus is our Judge, not man. 
· Jesus is praying for you! (Heb. 7:25), and the Holy Spirit, according to God’s will. As one singer said, “Two out of three ain’t bad.”
8:35-38 – Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
· Paul wants us to realize that the difficulties we face don’t separate us from God’s love (Rom. 5:-5).  
· “Who” or “What” – covers persons and things
· The different ways difficulties come. These do not come because of sin (Ps. 44:20-21). At times, it feels like one thing upon another (“all day long”).
· We can feel like we have been singled out for slaughter
· Still, we “prevail completely” (BDAG), “overwhelmingly conquer.
· Nothing separates us from God’s love!
8:38-39 – Paul covers all the bases; what happens in life or in death, any spiritual attack; what happens now or later.  
· Suffering believers can know with 100% certainty that God’s love hasn’t, and will not, end for them.
· What about when God disciplines us (child-training)? Heb. 12:3-6; 5:8: - God disciplines those He loves and does it “for our good” (Heb. 12:10).
