 John 15: The amazing impact of abiding in Christ
Main: When we stay close to Jesus, we have productive lives
 John 15:1
· Isaiah 5; Ezek. 15: Jer. 2:21 – Israel compared to a vine
· The issue is in three areas: 1) fruit bearing, 2) faithfulness, and 3) temporal judgment when the first two do not occur
15:2-3
· “Takes away” = “Lifts up” to make it more productive
· “Already clean” - God uses His Word to bring new birth or regeneration to us – James 1:18; Mt. 13:19
· So then, abiding is a command addressed to people who are already believers (Jn. 13:10-11)
· When we don’t abide, we cease to bear fruit and can end up ashamed when Jesus returns (1 John 2:28)
15:4
· To “abide” is to stay close to Jesus; to “reside” in Him.
· To bear fruit, we must stay close to Him
· Abiding is for John what walking in the Spirit is to Paul. Abiding keeps us from conscious sin (1 John 3:6)
15:5
· When we abide in Jesus, He abides in us (John 14:23; Eph. 3:17)
· Spiritual productivity is not difficult apart from Jesus; it is impossible 
15:6
· The issue in context is fruit-bearing and discipleship, not relationship. This is “B” truth.
· Jesus presents this as a simile, a figure of speech (“as”). We are not to understand this literally.
· This follows the pattern of several OT books using this as an illustration of temporal judgment e.g. Ezek. 15
· But, the focus is on the point, not the details, like Lk 14:34-35. Jesus doesn’t expect us to focus on the “manure pile”, but the point of uselessness, unproductivity, which in Luke 14:25-15 is only restored through repentance.


15:7
· “Abide in Me” – An obedient life
· “My words abide in you” – My thoughts align with God’s 
· When my thoughts and life align with God’s will, my prayers are answered
15:8 – Like the will of God, obedience is another condition for answered prayer. Besides obedience, here are some other conditions for answered prayer:
· Asking – James 4:3
· The will of God – 1 John 5:14-15
· Correct motives – James 4:2
15:8
· Neither Jesus nor the Apostles taught that all believers automatically bear fruit (1 Cor. 1:2 with 3:1-3)
· It is those who become disciples who bear fruit
· Becoming a Christian gives you the necessary “tools” for change (2 Peter 1:3). Discipleship changes us (Mt. 28:19-20; John 13:35; 15:8).
· Poor theology creates unreasonable expectations and bad behavior
15:9-10 - “Abide in God’s love = obey Him (Jude 21; Jn. 14:21-23; Pr. 15:9)
15:11
· Obeying Jesus leads to abiding in Him
· An obedient life brings joy
15:12 - To abide in Christ necessarily involves loving other believers
15:13-17
· Jesus gives us an example of the extent of our love for others (1 Jn. 316)
· Abiding (Obedience) brings friendship with Jesus
· The Apostles were chosen to bring lasting fruit
· To survive a hostile environment, love for one another is not important (Heb. 10:24-25); it is essential.
We abide when we stay close to Jesus. It’s a command v. 4, 17. 
How, then, do we abide in Christ?
· Be in God’s Word v. 7 (Internalize it!)
· Be in prayer v. 16
· Be loving toward other believers vv. 12, 17
· Be obedient toward Jesus vv. 10, 14
· Be prepared for different responses from others, both good and bad v. 18 f.
