Jesus is coming soon and you’re going with Him
I. WHAT is the rapture? (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17) The resurrection of the body
when Jesus comes for His church before the judgments of the Day of the Lord.
4:13 -15 – Separation from dead believers is temporary; the reunion is coming!
· FAR from being unconcerned about the rapture, Paul specifically says he doesn’t want us ignorant about the reality or the timing of it (4:3-5:10)
· Remember, Paul was taught by Jesus, who taught Paul of His “presence” before the Tribulation judgments, followed by His “appearance” at His second coming after them (Mt. 24:27 “presence”, v. 30 “appearance”, 37-39 His presence is unexpected, accompanied by the Tribulation judgments, His appearing is dramatic).
· “Asleep” and “sleep” are figures of speech for believers who die (Jn. 11:1-14).
· Because of this certainty, our grieving should be different
· Jesus’ death and resurrection should assure us of our bodily resurrection, which takes place at the rapture (4:16-17; 1 Cor. 15:52-53; see Jn. 11:25-26)
4:16
· A shout and trumpet blast are often associated with battle and announcements (Ex. 32:18; Josh. 6:5, 16; Num.10:9; Josh. 6:5-13, 16, 20)
· At the rapture, Jesus comes from heaven with believers who have died
· Jesus is gathering His army for when He pours out wrath on the earth
· The living who fill out the Body of Christ are “caught up together” with those brought back and we meet Jesus in the air, forever to be with Him. 
4:17- This should be a “comfort” and is the most natural reading of the text.
II. WHEN is the rapture? This follows the “what” very naturally, 5:1-10.
5:1-3 Context of the “wrath to come” (1 Thess. 1:10 Jesus is “our Deliverer of the wrath to come”.) 
5:1 = a continuation of the subject, now turning to when; “times and seasons.”
  = when this event occurs.
5:2-3
· Paul associates this event (the rapture) with the Day of the Lord.
· The coming destruction of the Day of the Lord is the focus here.
· That “day” (period of time) comes “as a thief in the night,” i.e., unexpectedly; see Jesus’ teaching in Mt. 24:36-39
· Mt. 24 His “presence” = distinct from His “appearing”, both translated “coming.”
· God’s preferred pronouns here are “they” and “you,” both emphatic in the original to distinguish the destiny of believers and unbelievers.
· No other view of the Rapture can be described this way; when the world is saying, “Peace and safety”. 
· Contrary to popular belief, turmoil is NOT an indication of the rapture.
5:4-5
· “Sudden destruction comes upon them”; But you (emphatic in the original), the destiny and awareness of believers is contrasted with what is coming on unbelievers
· “Get ready for what is coming”; they get destroyed, you get evaluated, so live like it – 5:6-8
5:6-8
· “Sleep” =  a different word than in ch. 4. There it referred to a believer's death; here it means something like “morally lethargic” or “out of it spiritually”. So, we need to wake up spiritually (“Watch!” 5:6; Mt. 24:42).
5:9-10 
· We should live spiritually alert since “God has not appointed us to wrath”
· “Wrath” is always used of temporal wrath in the NT (Not eternal; hell)
· In context, this is the wrath of the day of the Lord, the Tribulation.
· Instead of experiencing wrath, God has appointed believers to “obtain salvation”. We should ask, “from what?” when we are told we are saved. 
In context, our salvation is from the Tribulation. The rapture takes us out.
· When men are saying “peace and safety”, sudden destruction comes upon them; they will not escape. But we are of the day and are NOT “appointed to wrath”, but to “deliverance”. 
· Only the pre-tribulation rapture fits that scenario.
· Destruction is “sudden” and inescapable for unbelievers
· The only “pre-wrath” rapture is a pre-tribulation rapture, as ½ of the world is dead and 1/3 of the eco-system destroyed by the middle of the Trib. There is no “peace and safety” once it starts.
Overcomers’ “Marks” – 2:10: crown of life; 2:17: hidden manna, white stone; 2:26-27: rule, morning star; 3:4-5 White garments, acknowledgment before God; 3:9: Vindication, Pillar, name on him (Jesus, Jerusalem, Jesus’ new name); 3:21: rule
Applications
2 Cor. 5:10-11; 1 Jn. 2:28; Mt. 24:44 
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