John 15:18-16:33 – Whom do you love?
I. A world without love – 15:19-25
15:19 - “Chosen” for a specific task
· Ryrie defines the “world” as “that organized system, headed by Satan, which leaves God out and is a rival to Him.” James 4:4
· 1 John 2:15-17
· Power (pride of life; “I want it that (MY) way”)
· Possessions (lust of the eyes; “I want that”)
· Pleasure (lust of the flesh)
· All of the above can be legitimate in the right contexts, Money? In the right context. Sexual pleasure? In the right context; Power? To servants (Mt 20)
· Satan tempts to enjoy these the wrong way, to Jesus (Mt. 4:1-11)
· The Apostles were told they would be hated, applies to disciples now 15:20
· Hatred toward disciples like the Eleven; If they wouldn’t keep His word, neither will they keep the word of His disciples
· It is normal for those who follow Christ to be hated and opposed by the world - 2 Tim. 3:12 is qualified; it is ‘those who desire to live godly”
· The world will not like disciples
· 15:22 If we shut up or compromise, we can avoid trouble
II. Can I get a witness 15:26-27
15:26 – The Apostles were chosen to serve by being witnesses
Jesus Warns and Comforts His Disciples
16:1
· Jesus knew tough times were coming and wanted to encourage the Eleven
· Standing firm leads to trouble and that can lead to spiritual struggle
 16:2 – It’s normal for the world to hate disciples; “doing the world a ‘favor’.
 16:3-4 
· The reaction of the world is due to its spiritual condition
· As a result, Jesus wanted to warn them
· “I won’t be around anymore, but the Spirit will be.”
III. Better off without Him here? For now, 16:5-14
16:5-10
· “Christ in human form is limited as to where He can be. In the Spirit, He can be everywhere.” - Don Hauge 
· Jesus = One place at a time, the HS is everywhere and at work.
· More can be physically done.
· This is the inherent value of a unified church.
· “Convict” = “To convince”
· People are often irrational and reject otherwise persuasive evidence
· John’s gospel is an example of what should persuade people 
· 16:9 Ryrie “The greatest and basic sin is unbelief.” If they don’t believe, they don’t have a resolution of their sins; they are paid for, but neither are they forgiven, nor is there freedom from them
· 16:10 – Without a visible example, they need convincing by the Spirit
· 16:11 – If the ruler is judged, anyone following his rule will be judged.
16:12-13 - The Spirit guided the Apostles into truth, reminding them of what Jesus taught and leading them to an understanding of the Word (2 Pet. 1:20-21) 
IV. You’re going to love the ending 16:16-22
· Completely different responses
· One day, we’ll have a different perspective on our pain.
· Do we have the wisdom and faith to have that perspective now?
16:29
· This recognizes and acknowledges the frequent use of figures of speech by Jesus and the mistake it can be to take them literally
· Properly understood, figures of speech can give greater understanding. They can also hide the truth from those unwilling to learn (Mt. 13:11-15; Pr. 1:24-33; Rom. 1:18-21). 
16:32-33
· At Jesus’ arrest, everyone deserted Him. But, he was never alone.
· No one died like Jesus. Even as His suffering approached, He demonstrated both His omniscience and His love for others.
· Never forget: We win. In fact, we’ve already won.
On a practical level
· We need our thinking “renovated” to obtain the Spirit’s way of thinking and have our mind set on the things of the Spirit; to have His perspective (Rom. 12:1-2) and avoid being conformed to this world. That’s how Jesus battled (Mt. 4:1-11).
· We need to learn about and embrace the reality of God’s love for us and, in turn, have appropriate love for Him, so often expressed in obedience (1 John 2:15-17; John 14:21). For me, love for Him is a daily prayer.
· The greatest command may be our greatest struggle!
