John 17: Faithfulness to Death Maintains a Concern for Others
MAIN: We can tap into the power of prayer
Jesus’ prayer:
I. In relation to the Father
Summary: Jesus asked the Father to allow Him to glorify Himself through His Son
17:1-2 - The context is Jesus’ coming arrest, trial, suffering, and crucifixion
· He faced death like no other
· His chief concern was that God would be glorified through His Son.
· Suffering precedes glory Mt. 16:21-28; 20:19; Heb. 12:2)
· The Father gave the Son the right to convey life to “all people (flesh).”
· This is the only place in chs. 13-21 where eternal life is mentioned, while in chs. 1-12 it comes up fifteen times
· Jesus’ death and resurrection are the last and greatest sign (John 20:30).
17:3-5
· Eternal life is a promise (1 Jn. 2:25) and brings relationship with God the Father and His Son
· There is no other true God (1 John 5:19?)
· The pre-existence of Jesus is clear here (Jn. 1:1)
II. In relation to the Disciples
17:6-18
Jesus asked His Father to protect and sanctify His disciples. Spiritual success? He then sends them into the world. John 16:13 The Spirit would aid in the spreading of what Jesus taught by guiding the Apostles into truth (as in the NT).
17:9-12
· The unity of the Godhead should be reflected in our unity
· When believers are united, we are reflecting God
· Only Judas was lost to God, in fulfillment of His Word 
· Unity among Disciples is uppermost in Jesus’ mind
17:13-19
· Jesus’ concern was not that the disciples escape the world, but that we (they) would enjoy victory over Satan
· The Word of God is the primary instrument of victory.
· How are we set apart to God? By His Word.
· God doesn’t want us entirely out of the world at this point (1 Cor. 5:9-10)
III. In relation to all believers
Sum: Jesus asked the Father that our unity might be obvious to the world that Jesus was sent by God. Our unity is great evangelism. He asks that we might share in His glory (Message of Hebrews?)
17:20
· Jesus’ request applies to us.
· When we express the intent of our prayers more generally, God gets it!
17:21-23
· Our unity in Christ is a primary concern of Jesus
· As we are unified with one another, and the Apostles (1 Jn. 1:1-4), the world sees evidence of God’s love
· Our unity reflects the reality of the incarnation
· How important, then, is our unity
· This doesn’t mean we should ignore truth and legitimate disagreements
· There are ways to disagree correctly
· Love does not necessarily mean compromise (Tit. 3:10; Pr. 22:10)
· It’s not loving to allow people who are sinning to hurt others (1 Cor. 5, esp. v. 6; Rom. 16:17-20; Tit. 3:10)
17:24-25
· Jesus desired that His disciples would get to see His glory
· To know God’s name (all that He is?), Jesus declared it to them so that God’s love might be in them?

Powerful Passages that proclaim Principles of Prayer: how, when, and what
Matt 6:4-6 - Model prayer; the Disciples’ prayer; Brevity is not bad
1. The glory of God
2. The Kingdom of God
3. The will of God
4. The provision of God
5. The Forgiveness of God 
6. The protection of God
Some selected prayer principles
***Mt. 17:21 - Some situations require more intensive focus/prayer
***Mk. 11:25 - 
· Forgiveness is a necessary component to answered prayer
· No forgiveness from you, none from Him; This is a temporal issue
***Phil. 1:19 - We can rescue others and help them stand unashamed before God 
***1 Timothy 2:1 - Prayer targets are not limited and include earthly authorities
******Heb 5:7 - Jesus prayed about His suffering and death, and was answered
Mt. 5:5-6 – Prayer between you and your Father, not showy
Mt. 9:38 – Prayer for workers to evangelize; 
Mt. 25:41 - Some situations require more alertness and prayer, esp. when we are physically drained
Mt. 26:42 - All prayer is subject to God’s will, and that is good.
Rom. 1:9 - Bringing people before the throne continually and personally
Rom. 15:30 - “to unite with me in earnest wrestling in prayer to God on my behalf.”
2 Cor. 1:11 - Partners in ministry through prayer
Eph. 1:15-16 - 
· The faithfulness of others should provoke prayer for them: “God, use them”
· Thankfulness for others because of their faith and love
Eph. 6:18 - “watchful” to be alertly concerned about, look after, care for
Phil. 1:3-4 Partnership in the gospel leads to thanks and prayers
Phil. 1:9 - Successful spiritually through the prayers of others
Phil. 4:6 – Anxiety is inconsistent with faith – Heb. 11:6; What is true of God and His Word?
Col. 1:9 – Prayer to know the Word and how to use it (wisdom)
Col. 4:2-3 – A strong prayer life takes effort; “To persist in something, to busy oneself with”

Col. 4:12 - “to struggle with something; to fight, struggle, to engage in a contest."

1 Thess. 1:2 -  “Stay with it” in prayer
1 Thess. 3:9-10 Wanted desperately to see them to help them spiritually (so with Rom. 1:7 -  “impart some spiritual gift”; The goal is the benefit of others

1 Thess. 5:17 – A command that prayer is to be a lifestyle

2 Thess. 1:11 – Prayer for their spiritual growth and impact
2 Thess.3:1 – prayer for the impact of God’s Word.

1 Timothy 2:8 - Not the usual generic “men”, but specifically “males”; Paul is not confused about gender; Not eliminating women, but emphasizing male leadership
2 Tim. 1:3 - Paul had at least two specific times of prayer

Philem. 1:4 - I thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers,
Philem. 1:22 – Prayer impacting injustice
Heb. 13:18 – The value of a good conscience in prayer.
James 4:2 – You don’t ask, you don’t receive
James 5:13 - Suffering? Pray. Cheerful? Sing!
James 5:16-17 – Passionate prayer matters, even for sinners.
1 Peter 3:12 – Want responses to your prayers? Here’s how. Great promise taken from the Psalms
1 Pet. 4:7 - Get serious about prayer and get busy
1 John 5:14 - Why would we want anything else than God’s will?
1 John 5:16 – Some situations are set by God and prayer won’t change them.
3 John 1:2 - Health is a legitimate desire and prayer concern
Jude 1:20 - Prayers should be “In the Spirit,” A spiritual mindset; abiding in Him

Rev. 5:8; Rev. 8:3-4 - Our prayers; smoking up heaven!



