It really is finished!
I am indebted to Prof. Zane Hodges for his excellent teaching on this subject.
I. Jesus finished the job
Technical stuff on the word “propitiation”
The letters “BDAG” refer to the best Greek Lexicon (similar to a dictionary of the original language of the New Testament).
John 19:30 The word translated “It is finished” Tetelistai = BDAG notes that in the New Testament, tetelestai in John 19:30 is understood as Jesus declaring the successful completion of His mission from God the Father. This includes:
· Fulfillment of God’s mission to bring eternal life to believers (samuelcrees.wordpress.com).
· Fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (e.g., Isaiah 53, Psalm 22) (Bible Hub). No other faith has this!
· Completion of the sacrificial system — Jesus as the perfect Lamb of God rendered animal sacrifices obsolete (samuelcrees.wordpress.com).
· Atonement for sin — the debt of sin is “paid in full” through His death
Historical/Cultural Background
· BDAG also references the ancient Egyptian evidence where a form of the word was used to mean “paid as taxes”. 
· In some contexts, a form of the word could mean “paid in full” or “the debt is finished” (Biola University). However, BDAG treats this as a possible historical usage, instead of the primary NT meaning.
Summary for this word: 
· Core meaning: “It is finished” — an action completed with lasting effects.
· NT use: Jesus’ declaration of mission completion, prophecy fulfillment, and atonement.
· Possible historical usage: “Paid in full” in accounting contexts, but not the primary NT meaning.
II. KEY: New Testament statements about what was accomplished by Jesus
· John 1:29 – The sins of the world were actually taken away (not potentially)
· 2 Cor. 5:18-21 – The sins of the world are NOT charged to them
· 1 Jn. 2:2 – HE is the propitiation (mercy seat, satisfaction)
· 1 Tim. 2:6 – Jesus is “a ransom for all”
· Rom. 3:21-26 – The propitiation in Jesus allowed God to righteously offer salvation by grace through faith in all ages.
III. The distinction between forgiveness and justification
Two key statements
Number one: Forgiveness is not a judicial issue between man and God, but it is a personal issue between man and God.
Number two: Forgiveness is not the removal of a penalty, but it is the removal of estrangement (meaning “not getting along”). So, forgiveness is not the removal of a penalty, but it is the removal of estrangement between God and man.
The Lord Jesus Christ removed sin as a judicial issue between man and God. God is satisfied with the sin question as far as His judgment court is concerned. No one goes to hell because of their sins. The issue is the possession of life.
Therefore, everybody who has eternal life is saved even if, at the moment, not all of their sins are forgiven.
When I believe in Jesus for His promise of the gift of life, He gives it to me and in addition to that, I receive other benefits: the forgiveness of sins, the Holy Spirit, and baptism into the Body of Christ, the Church.
Once I’m a believer, to continue to have my sins forgiven and fellowship with God, I have to confess them to God. As I walk in the light, Jesus’ blood continues to be effective and cleanse me from all sin (whatever I may have forgotten to confess or the MANY sins I’m too immature to recognize). The blood of Christ isn’t just effective for me when unsaved, but also for me as a believer.
IV. Applications
· Since the sin issue is resolved, our questions about losing our salvation should also be resolved. To conceivably lose it would involve sin. But, the sin issue is not an issue. As Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, the founder and first president of Dallas Theological Seminary, said: “The cross settled the sin question, and now the question between the sinner and God is the Son question.” (1 John 5:11-13).
· The death of Christ doesn’t just apply to A truth/relationship truth. It’s also a critical reality for fellowship with God, or “B” truth. Jesus’ blood continues to be effective for believers in cleansing from sin – 1 John 1:7
· The love of Christ, expressed in His death, is the basis of establishing us in our faith and the basis for continued growth. Gal. 2:20; Eph. 3:14-21
· The love of Christ, expressed in the finality and complete work on the cross, is the basis for our love to other believers - 1 John 4:10-11
· The love of Christ, expressed in the finality and complete work on the cross, is the basis for our love for God – 1 John 4:19
