John 21: Restoration is not just about you
MAIN: If you love me, you have to love my family
John 21:1-14
The primary issue here is restoration (John 21:15-19; Luke 22:23-34)
Jesus knew that Peter loved Him, but He wanted Peter to love others.
Restoration involves showing love for other believers.
· Notice: The context is the Last Supper and greatness in the Kingdom.
· The One who was deserted initiated the restoration.
· Mt. 26:34-35: Peter and the others affirm their allegiance to Jesus, however; 
· “You” v. 31 is plural. Satan wanted to destroy them ALL. And, later, they all left Jesus, despite their earlier claims to loyalty - Mt. 26:56
· Jesus had a special task for Peter; He wanted Peter to strengthen them. So, Jn. 21 becomes a reminder to Peter of Jesus’ prayer/command for him
· Jesus’ concern is service and loving the brethren. 
· Context of John 21:15-19: So when they had eaten breakfast (had fellowship), Jesus reminds him of His earlier warning to Peter, Lk. 22:31-34
· In both contexts (Lk. 22, Jn. 21), Jesus emphasizes loving other believers.
· Failure/restoration is a theme in both
· We need to realize that Christians fail and sometimes fail dramatically. The notion that Christians don’t is a fantasy and unbiblical – 1 Cor. 3:1-3
· Jesus’ heart is that other believers would be cared for and loved consistent with the greatest Commandment. Bottom-line: If we love Jesus, we have to love his people. 1Jn. 4:21
· According to the Bible, our love for God is often best expressed by loving those he died for - 1 Jn. 4:10-11
· When we fail, we often get self-centered. Jesus wants us to be other-centered
· Part of restoration is getting back in the “service-saddle” and getting your mind off of yourself.
John 21:18-19
· As part of our growth, Jesus may allow things to happen that we may not expect or enjoy 21:18-19. Our best course of action is simply to follow Him, with an awareness of His love. It’s a B-truth thing
· Peter had denied Jesus. He thought failure would disqualify him. Is Jesus saying he had ministry for him? Peter would always wonder, “Am I going to cave?” Jesus = “Peter, history is not going to repeat itself.”

John 21:20-21
· Our spiritual journey of one may not be the same as another.
· It’s easy to become judgmental toward God’s purposes for, and the walk of, another believer.
· It’s also easy to misinterpret God’s purpose for them, even in how they serve God.
· Jesus’ point was not that John would not live until Jesus returned but a hypothetical scenario for John.
· This also teaches us the importance of carefully reading God’s Word, as here the proper understanding rests on the tiny word “if”
· Our response should not be a defensive reaction, but rather faith in God’s purpose and will for us (2 Cor. 10:12)
Mt. 22:34-40 – The Greatest Commandment; TWO issues, not just one
· If we love God, we have to love his people. 1Jn. 4:21
· Our love for God is often best shown by loving the brethren. 1 Jn. 4:10-11
· Peter's lack of recovery impacted others, so Jesus confronts him.
· Jesus initiated restoration and fellowship; Peter was interested Jas. 4:8.
· Peter was not yet restored. He led his friends away from ministry.
· Eating together = the last time they had eaten together at the Last Supper.
· He is using memories, like catching fish and a meal, to jog their memories and their passion.
· Jesus waited for “the talk” until after they had eaten. Smart!
The same man who tried to avoid suffering is the same man who wrote the book on suffering. 
· First Peter reflects his understanding now of how Jesus talked about suffering in Matthew 16:24-28 (Mk. 8:34-38; Lk. 9:23-27; Jn. 12:23-26)
· Second Peter talks about the motivation of the future kingdom and the impact on our lives.
· While Second Peter emphasizes the motivation of the kingdom, it also emphasizes the need for believers to come to repentance; 
· The vast majority of the manuscripts read “us” in 2 Pet. 3:9.
· The motivation of the coming kingdom can get us through the suffering. 

