
The value of John 20:30-31
The Gospel of John is “Go” on the Monopoly board
· John’s Gospel was written so we could know how to have eternal life
· Everything we need to have eternal life HAS to be in John’s Gospel or John failed (Psst: He didn’t!)
What others might say:
But, what about other books of the Bible? Don’t they contain the message of life?
· This reality does NOT mean the gospel is not in other books, it is.
· It is only saying that John’s Gospel did what John set out to do
· Since John is identified as the one to tell us about life, this should be our starting point and the basis to evaluate other statements.
· The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) are addressed to believers and emphasize discipleship/fellowship truth or “B” truth vs. John, which is written to unbelievers and emphasizes “A” truth or relationship truth.
2. The only requirement to obtain eternal life, according to Jesus, is to believe in Him for life: We 1) believe 2) in Him 3) for eternal life
· “Believe” means what it has always meant
· We are believing in Jesus to give what He promises, eternal life (1 Jn. 2:25)
What others might say:
But, 1) Doesn’t “believe” mean more than the historic English meaning of “to accept as true?” 2) Doesn’t the Bible say the Demons also believe? And, 3) Isn’t there a difference between “head knowledge” and “heart knowledge?” 
1) The short answer is “no”. Acts 28:24: “persuade” and “believe” = synonyms
2) They do believe (Lk. 4:41); however, …
· The content of what we believe and the audience matters.
· Demons were never offered everlasting life (Heb. 2:16)
· James 2:19 involves believing monotheism, not the gospel
3) The “head knowledge/heart knowledge” distinction is largely a theological construct. The “chair illustration” is a category mistake that confuses belief with action on what we think is true. For example, I may believe that eating right and exercising are best for me, but may not ACT on what I think is true. Does that mean I didn’t “really” believe it? Of course not. Hundreds of examples of this demonstrate the indoctrination of our thinking on this.
They may also object and say…
Isn’t 1 Cor. 15:1-8 the Gospel?
· It certainly is good news, but not the message of eternal life, but its basis.
· There is more than one message of “good news” in the Bible - Mk. 1:14-15
· In 1 Cor. 15, Paul is addressing believers (1:2). 
· Paul has already presented a salvation to them (3:11-15) that didn’t involve eternal life
· Notice Paul’s movement in 15:1-2
· Paul preached it
· They received it AND
· They were “standing” in what Paul preached
· If they had it preached to them, received it, and were standing in it, hadn’t they believed it?
· IN ADDITION, Paul says that they could ALSO be saved by it
· If they already received and were standing in the gospel, wouldn’t the fact that they could ALSO be saved by it involve something for believers?
· This view also sees where Paul is headed (v. 58!).
· Doesn’t the death and resurrection of Christ provide a basis of Christian growth, as in Gal. 2:20 and Rom. 6:1-14?
3. John records the way the greatest Evangelist of all time presented the message of life. Jesus’ message (HE is the center of it)
· John 3:14-5,16, 18 – You believe in Jesus for eternal life
· John 4:10 – 1) Know the gift of God 2) Know the Giver 3) Ask and He gives the message of life (He is the Giver of “living water”)
· 5:24 - Those who hear and believe God’s testimony (1 John 5:11-13)
· 6:35, 47 – Believe in Jesus for eternal life
· 10:9 – He is the “Door” through which we are saved.
· 11:25-27 – Jesus gives life to those who believe in Him and die; He gives life to the living so they never (really) die. He is the Lifegiver; the Christ
· The evangelism of Jesus = “He who believes in Me has everlasting life”
4. Paul was taught by Jesus (Gal. 1:11-12). He agreed with Jesus (Acts 16:30-31); ALSO, Acts 10:43; 13:38-39; 17:3-4; Eph. 2:8-9
· We should believe what Jesus preached; We should preach what Jesus preached; We should reject what He didn’t preach
· If a person believes in Jesus for eternal life, what do they have?
· If YOU believe in Jesus for eternal life, what do YOU have?
· Welcome to the family!
