Gal. 2:11-21: Hypocrisy in our lives distorts the gospel of grace
Review: Tit. 2:11-15 – Grace teaches us godliness. James 1:18, 22-25 – Remember who you are. Rom. 6:1-7 – Identity with Christ is the basis of Growth. Rom. 12:1-2 – We grow based on the “mercies of God”. Eph. 2:8-10 – Good works spring from grace. 2 Cor. 6:1 – Grace can be rejected and be in vain 2 Cor. 6:1; 1 Cor. 15:10; 1 Cor. 3:1-3 – Believers can live like unbelievers (also 1 Cor. 5).
Legalism defined: Obedience is a response to grace. Legalism is a replacement for grace. It’s not a “mistake”, but a distortion of grace. Certain realities naturally, but not necessarily, grow out of a Biblical gospel.
Defined by AI: Legalism is best understood as the attempt to make rules, laws, or moral performance the basis of acceptance with God or the measure of spiritual standing. It’s a distortion of obedience that turns it into a system of earning, proving, or maintaining favor with God.
Anyone who works with people knows and understands that grace, properly understood, precedes and leads to the Lordship of Christ we seek in their lives (Titus 2:11-15). Martin Luther’s first thesis in the Ninety-five Theses declares: “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said ‘Repent,’ he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” This was not a call to perform penance as a work to earn God’s favor, but to live in a continual posture of turning from sin and trusting in Christ’s forgiveness.
2:11-13: God had taught Peter in the incident with Cornelius that table fellowship with Gentiles was not an issue (Acts 10:9-29). So, it was not odd that Peter was eating with them. (2:12). Paul’s own take on this was that Peter and others were abandoning the “truth of the Gospel” (Gal. 2:14). Clearly, the Gospel that justifies us is the basis of how we live or sanctification. This was important enough that Paul could not simply “let it go,” whether it bothered him or not. 
The matter was not private, so Paul needed to deal with it publicly. Ignoring it would create major issues in the future. The setting was likely the Lord’s Supper. This is the background for several NT situations (1 Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 3). 
Peter’s actions affected both Jewish and Gentile believers. The “truth of the Gospel” should have taught him to know better.
When we exclude others from fellowship for unbiblical reasons, we are living inconsistently with what the Gospel is; in Christ, there is no Jew or Gentile, male or female, slave nor free. We are all one in Christ. This union with Christ occurs when we believe and the Spirit joins us to Jesus; Romans 6 theology Gal. 3:26-28
Since our standing with God is NOT “in process”, but complete and final when we believe, to deny this by our behavior is to change the acceptance and identity all believers have. Our sanctification is not consistent with our justification; the identity we have in Christ. We are not living out the “truth of the Gospel” Gal. 2:14
The “truth of the gospel” involves the practical implications or outworkings of the gospel, what it means to be in Christ and to have Christ in me. When I engage in legalistic behavior, I am nullifying or setting aside the grace of God Gal. 2:210-21
· 2:14 – The danger of expectations of others you don’t follow yourself
· 2:15-16 – v. 16 makes clear that to be “justified by faith” is to having “believed in Christ Jesus”
· As in Romans 3, Paul also makes clear that works cannot make us righteous in God’s eyes.
· 2:17 - A Christian’s inconsistent life does not reflect God’s character
· 2:18 – A Christian’s inconsistent life makes him a sinner; it doesn’t call his salvation into question.
· 2:19 –21 The fact that the Gospel is complete and final is critical, as that is the source of union with Christ and a new identity. Any Gospel that is “in process” and awaits our change fails to recognize the critical truths of Romans 6
· The beginning of change is a new identity (Rom. 6:3-14; Eph. 2:4-7).
· That is given to us in Christ when we believe (Eph. 2:8-10).
· Self-hatred, which stems from sin and failure, ruins the process of growth (Rom. 7:22-24; Jas. 1:18-23).
· 2:21 – A major purpose for the death of Christ was to bring about our union to Him and a new identity in Christ. This is Romans 6 truth.
· When I rest on the finished work of Christ and embrace my identity in Him and with His death and resurrection, I have the basis of change. 
· If I focus on my behavior and performance, I risk “setting aside the grace of God”. We want the Lordship of Christ in our lives. The issue is how we get there. Lordship is impossible by simple determination and commitment, as anyone who has tried has discovered (Rom. 7:14-15). 
· Since the sacrifice of Christ was both final and complete, so is our joining to Him when we believe. Any belief that make your relationship with Him a process “sets aside” the grace of God and makes Christ’s death “in vain.”
· This one-time final action of dying to the law that allows us to live to God 
· When that occurs, we are “crucified with Christ” and have a new identity, which is the basis of growth, with Christ “in us”.
Application
If someone is distorting grace, they are hurting others and it needs to be addressed.
