Galatians: A Comes Before B: Who are you?
False teachers were teaching a gospel that demanded that Gentile believers had to keep the Law. If we say works are necessary to get it, prove you have it, or to keep EL, that gospel is wrong.
The Biblical Gospel is final and complete. It is the basis of our identity and of growing in Christ, as it brings several benefits. Finality brings:
· Union with Christ and a new identity – Rom. 6:1-14; grace is the reason a new identity and makes growth possible, esp. as in v. 14
· The beginning of change is a new identity – Rom. 6:1-2
· That new identity is a gift when we believe – Rom. 6:3-4
· Hatred for self ruins growth (Rom. 7:24)
· We are “in Christ” – Rom. 6:1-3; 1 Cor. 12:13, and He in us – Gal. 2:20
· Forgiveness of sins – Col. 2:13; Heb. 10:17
· Justification – Rom. 5:1
· A new nature – Rom. 7:22
· Adopted as God’s child – John 1:12; Rom. 8:17
· Placed in an adult son relationship – Gal. 3:26; 4:1-7. 
· An heir of God – Gal. 4:7; Rom. 8:17
· Access to God – Rom. 5:1-5; Heb. 4:14-16
· Indwelt by the Holy Spirit – Rom. 8:11; 1 Cor. 6:19 and Jesus Gal. 2:20
· Reconciled to God – Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21
· Sanctified – 1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11; Heb. 10:10
· Redeemed – Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14
· A grace gospel (Rom. 11:6) is the basis of growth (Titus 2:11-14, also Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 2:1-10)
While we believe in Christ for EL and not the benefits, per se, the benefits are the result of believing and the basis of growth (2 Pet. 1:3-4).
Only grace has the power to change people and achieve the goal of an obedient life. If you start with the demands of Lordship, you can’t “work back” to grace Titus 2:11-14. A law-system nullifies grace – Gal. 2:20-21; Rom. 11:6
We don’t have union with Christ if we are still working to have a relationship. Union with Christ gives us our new identity, and the gospel brings us the benefits necessary for growth. For example, he who is forgiven much loves much, so forgiveness is critical to appreciation. (Luke 7:36-50) When we lack Christlike qualities, Peter says it’s because we’ve forgotten our purification from our former sins (2 Peter 1:9), NOT that we never had them.
It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery (Gal. 5:1 NASB).
