Galatians 3 – We’ve only just begun; Continuing the way we started
MAIN: Sanctification (Christian growth) springs from a proper view of justification
Legalism = using law instead of grace as the foundation of your relationship with God. Legalism is the belief that human effort, rule‑keeping, or moral performance can secure, maintain, or improve one’s standing with God — instead of relying entirely on Christ and the Spirit. The Mosaic Law is the best example of a works-based system. 
I. 3:1-5 - Maturity comes by the same principle as initial justification, by faith 
3:1 – The Galatians’ move into legalism and law-keeping was irrational, as though someone had cast a spell on them. The cross had proven that the Law couldn’t make them acceptable to God. The principle of faith that began their journey, should be the principle that continues it. The crucifixion had already demonstrated that the Law cannot perfect them.
3:2 - The Spirit is received by faith, Law is not an effective principle. As Paul would later summarize, “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” Gal. 5:25
3:3 - If we began by the Spirit (by faith), we should mature that way.
3:4-5 - If you had to suffer for the Gospel of grace, don’t throw that away by reverting to a life of faith. God’s work in your lives happens by faith, not the efforts of the flesh. 
II. 3:6–9 — Abraham: The example of faith
Abraham is a prime example of what faith accomplishes; faith alone resulted in his justification; faith alone brings sanctification and growth. The blessing promised to the nations (the world) comes through faith, not performance.
III. 3:10–14 — The Law brings a curse; Christ removes it
Anyone who relies on the Law is under a curse because the Law demands perfect obedience. Notice the language of v. 10: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.”.  
Christ redeemed believers from that curse by becoming a curse, so that Gentiles could receive Abraham’s blessing and the Spirit through faith (Jn. 7:37-39; Eph. 1:13-14). The Law is “not of faith.” It is contrary to it.
IV. 3:15–18 — The promise to Abraham is superior to the Law, which came later
A confirmed covenant cannot be annulled. The promise to Abraham came more than 400 years before the Mosaic Law. So, the Law cannot cancel or modify the promise. This inheritance comes by promise, not by Law.
V. 3:19–22 — The purpose of the Law was temporary and diagnostic
The Law was added because of sin, to expose it, until the coming of the promised Seed (Christ). No Law can give life. Scripture “confines all under sin” (to “shut up together”) so that the promise might be given to those who believe. The Law’s role is temporary and non-saving. Compare with Rom. 3:19-20
VI. 3:23–25 — The Law was a tutor (school teacher) until Christ came
Before faith came, Israel was “kept under guard” by the Law. The Law acted as a guardian or tutor, leading to Christ. But now that faith has come, believers are no longer under the tutor. The Law’s supervisory role has ended Romans 7:4-6
VII. 3:26–29 — Sons and heirs of God through faith in Christ
Believers are sons of God through faith, we are united to Christ regardless of ethnicity, status, or gender. When we believe, we are placed “in Christ” made Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. Identity and inheritance come through faith, not Law.
Summary/paraphrase of Galatians 1-3 (From Paul’s standpoint)
Galatians 1 – I brought the Gospel of grace God gave me; stay with it
Brethren, you know the gospel of eternal life. But you are drifting from the grace that should shape your walk. Some false teachers are mixing legalism with Christian living, and it’s hurting your growth. 
My message of the Gospel of grace came directly from Jesus Christ, and I want to bring you back to a lifestyle of grace.
Galatians 2 — Justification Is Settled; Sanctification Must Stay Free
When Peter withdrew from Gentile believers, he contradicted the truth of grace. Peter wasn’t denying justification by faith; he was acting inconsistently with it. We know that the works of the Law justify no one, but that faith in Christ does. Just as justification is by faith, so is Christian living. When I believed, I died to the Law; it can’t produce righteousness in me. Christ lives in me, and the life I now live is by trusting Him and my new identity given when I believed, not by performing for Him.
Galatians 3 — The Spirit Produces Growth, Not the Law
You received the Spirit by faith — not by works. You began your Christian life by the Spirit, by faith. Why are you now trying to mature by the flesh? A key example is Abraham, who was justified by faith, and you share that blessing. The Law cannot give life; it can only expose sin. The Law doesn’t work to justify or to sanctify. The Law was temporary, preparing the way for Christ. Now that Christ has come, you are adult sons — not minors under a tutor. So, live as sons, not as those under the Law.

