Galatians 4: Only Grace Works

1. Galatians 4:1-3 - Children Under the Law - Bondage
This is Israel’s experience before the coming of Jesus; they were under bondage to the Mosaic system. The Law of Moses was never meant to be a way to receive eternal life, but to expose their need.
Their “redemption” was deliverance from bondage to the Law. They were delivered from a system, not hell. So, it was corporate and experiential.
· In Galatians, these are believers. 
· The Mosaic Law served as Israel’s temporary custodian—restricting, guarding, and exposing sin—until Christ came, at which point its supervisory role ended completely (Rom. 7:4-6; Gal. 2:19).
· Redemption in Christ brings believers into full sonship status, with the Spirit’s cry “Abba, Father” marking the experience of intimacy, not proof of salvation.
· Galatians 4 emphasizes freedom for Christian living, not about how to receive eternal life.
· The Law kept Jews in a child‑status, but they were still heirs.
· Christ’s coming grants adoption and the Spirit’s witness.
· This section is a sanctification contrast: Law produces immaturity; grace produces mature sonship.
2. 4:4-5 Adoption as Adult Sons
The Law produces immaturity; grace produces mature sonship.
Four aspects of this adoption here:
· The placement of a child into adult status
· Full rights and privileges of mature sons
· Freedom from the Law’s guardianship
· Adoption = legal placement into adult sonship
From the Greco‑Roman legal background: It is positional, not the moment of becoming a child and marks the believer’s new covenant standing
3. 4:6-7 The Spirit’s role
· ABBA: intimacy granted to believers who live under grace.
· It is the Spirit’s cry, not the believer’s.
· “Heirs of God” = a status, for all believers, not a reward
· A reward Inheritance is earned through faithfulness
Gal 4:7 - This Inheritance is positional, not about a future reward. 
· The two types of inheritance: (Romans 8:16-17): Gal 4:7 refers to #1, not #2.
1. Positional inheritance (every believer has this)
2. Reward inheritance (conditional, based on faithfulness)
4) 4:8–20 - Paul’s Concern for the Church
· The Galatians are turning to a new form of bondage—legalistic sanctification.
· Following “days/seasons” is a misguided attempt at spiritual growth
· They once loved him, now they are alienated from him by false teachers.
· Their earlier love for Paul shows they were doing well before the legalism
· “Christ formed in you” = Christlike maturity, not salvation.
· The Judaizers wanted them to sever their loyalty to grace teaching.
4:8 - Paul fears they abandoned the teaching of grace, and so his work was “in vain”; as a result, he is concerned for their growth
5) 4:21-31 The Allegory: The Two Covenants that warn of legalism
· Hagar = Law, bondage, fleshly effort. Sarah = promise, freedom, Spirit‑empowered living.
· Believers = Isaac‑type children: free, but sadly, able to live like “Ishmael”.
· The “Jerusalem above” is the sphere of grace living.
· Ishmael’s persecution of Isaac = legalists persecuting Galatians.
· “Cast out” = Remove legalistic influence
6. Summary: Galatians 4 is about sanctification, not justification.
· The Galatians are believers who are being misled about Christian living.
· The Law produces bondage, immaturity, and fleshly effort.
· Grace produces freedom, maturity, and Spirit‑empowered living.
· The allegory = two ways of living, not two ways of becoming saved.
Three summary observations in Galatians chapter 4
· It stresses Paul’s deep care and emotion for the Galatians
· The allegory is a picture of two paths of Christian experience.
· The Spirit has a key role in maturing and experiencing “sonship.”



Summary of what Legalism is and what it means to your life
Definition: adding any human works, commitments, or behavioral requirements to the free gift of eternal life, or making spiritual performance the basis of assurance or fellowship with God. Legalism is fundamentally a corruption of grace.
Legalism is any teaching that makes eternal life depend on something other than faith alone in Christ alone (“A” truth). It is also any system that makes ongoing fellowship with God (“B” truth) depend on rule‑keeping rather than walking by grace and the Spirit.
Legalism shows up in two major forms:
1. Legalism in Justification (“A” truth or relationship truth; How I get into the family)
This is the primary concern in Galatians.
· Eternal life is a free gift received by faith alone, not conditioned on obedience, surrender, commitment, repentance-as-turning-from-sin, or moral improvement.
· Any requirement added to faith (even well‑intentioned religious duties) is legalism.
· The moment someone says, “You must do X to be saved,” they have introduced a “works‑condition” and therefore legalism.
Examples they classify as legalistic:
· “You must repent of your sins to be saved.”
· “You must submit to Christ’s lordship to be saved.”
· “You must persevere in good works to prove you’re saved.”
· “Faith must include commitment, obedience, or willingness to obey.”
This is adding law to the gospel, exactly what Paul confronts in Galatians.
2. Legalism in Sanctification (“B” Truth or Fellowship truth for believers; How I live in the family). This is the Galatians 3–5 issue.
This happens when believers:
· Try to maintain fellowship with God through rule‑keeping
· Treat spiritual growth as performance rather than dependence on the Spirit
· Use external standards to measure spirituality
· Turn Christian living into a checklist rather than a relationship of grace
· The Christian life is lived by grace, not by law.
· The Spirit—not rules—produces transformation (2 Cor. 3:18; Gal. 2:20)
· Law‑keeping cannot empower sanctification any more than it can justify.
Key points on Legalism:
· Faith is persuasion, not commitment. Calling faith “commitment” or “trust plus obedience” is legalism.
· Assurance is based solely on Christ’s promise. If assurance depends on examining works, that is legalism.
· Repentance is not a condition for eternal life. Making repentance a requirement is legalism. Repentance is a valuable teaching in the NT; however, it is not a part of how one gets eternal life, though it may, and often does, prepare us for faith.
· Discipleship is separate from salvation. Mixing the two is legalism.
· The Mosaic Law has no role in justification or sanctification. Any return to law‑keeping as a spiritual metric is legalism.
Summary and Working Definition
Legalism is adding human works—before, during, or after faith—as conditions for eternal life or as the basis for spiritual standing. It is the belief that human performance—rather than God’s grace—determines salvation or fellowship.
The heart of Legalism is Paul’s argument in Galatians: Law and grace cannot mix. The moment you add works, you lose grace (Rom. 11:6). Legalism is not merely “too many rules.” It is any system that makes human effort a condition for spiritual standing.
.

