The danger of departure: Only the Gospel of Grace can deliver us
Gal. 1:1-2:10 MAIN: Paul’s Gospel is from God and impacts our lives
1:1-9 Departure from the true Gospel ends the rescue of people eternally and in time. Those who change it deserve judgment from God.
Paul claims that the gospel he preaches was directly from Jesus:
#1 - Confirmed by how unpopular Paul’s message was (why preach something everyone hated if it wasn’t true?) Gal. 1:10-12
.	#2 - Confirmed by Paul’s previous attitude toward the Church
	 	“I used to persecute the church for this” 1:13-17
#3 - Confirmed by Paul’s lack of contact with men
Paul got it from Jesus, and  didn’t talk to others for three years 1:18-20 	
#4 - Confirmed by the reaction to churches previously preached to 1:21-24
As Paul preached to the churches in Judea, they responded that Paul was preaching “the faith he once tried to destroy”. Confirmation of the message they had previously heard (from other Apostles?).
#5 - Confirmed by the “pillars of the Church” 2:1-10
Fourteen years later, he again visited Jerusalem with Titus and Barnabas and saw Peter, James, and John (Gal. 2:1-10). After 14 years of preaching, Paul shared the message he had been preaching to Gentiles. The reaction of Peter, James, and John to “Paul’s Gospel” was to add nothing. 
.	#6 - Confirmed by Paul’s confrontation of Peter and the nature of the Cross 2:11-21	
Why was Paul so important?
1. His gospel came directly from Jesus, even though it was after His earthly life.
2. Paul’s clarity on Justification by faith as a gift, not by works of the Law.
3. Paul emphasized our union and identity in Christ as central to our faith
4. The clearest author in the Bible on the Spirit’s role in growth
5. Explained the distinction of the Church vs. Israel
6. Taught the unique character of the Church and the universality of the Gospel
7. Paul wrote the most books in the NT, so his apostolic authority is critical
8. Paul’s clarity on the motivation of inheritance and rewards for believers
Grace is the cause, motivation, and culture of Christian obedience, not its reward. Leaving that reality, or trying to reverse it, has consequences.
Passages Teaching Obedience Flows from Grace, naturally, but not necessarily
· Romans 6 — Our growth depends on our union with Christ, which comes when we believe in Him. Since we died with Christ and the Spirit united us with Him by the baptism of the Spirit, we should walk in newness of life. 6:14: We are not under Law, but under grace. Grace is the reason obedience is possible.
· Romans 12:1–2 — We present our bodies to God based on “the mercies of God” (Rom. 1-11, especially chap. 11). Obedience is a response to grace, not a condition of it.
· Ephesians 2:8–10 —The Church is a people “created in Christ Jesus for good works.” Grace precedes and helps produce the works.
· Ephesians 4–5 — The exhortations of chs. 4-6 come from the efforts of grace in chs. 1-3. Paul writes to be “Be imitators of God, as beloved children”(5:1-2) He is basing it on our identity by grace that leads to obedience.
· Philippians 2:12–13 — Salvation = being unashamed at the BEMA. Divine enabling precedes and produces human obedience.
· Galatians 5:25 — The Spirit given when we believe (Jn. 7:37-39) enables faith-driven obedience (Gal. 2:20-21). 
· 2 Corinthians 3:18 — This is Grace-driven transformation 
· 2 Corinthians 8–9 — Generosity is the result of grace. 2 Cor. 9:15
· Hebrews 4:14–16 — Believers “hold fast” because they “receive mercy and find grace to help.” Perseverance and obedience are empowered by grace.
· Hebrews 12:28 — “Let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably…” Grace is the means of acceptable service.
· 1 John 4:19 — “We love because He first loved us.” Divine grace initiates human obedience in love.
The NT Pattern
· God acts in grace (Christ’s work, Spirit’s indwelling, new identity).
· Believers receive grace (justification, adoption, union with Christ).
· Grace produces obedience (sanctification, perseverance, good works).
