Galatians 6: Galatians 6 applies Spirit-led living to the local church.
A Spirit‑led church restores the fallen, carries burdens, sows to the Spirit, perseveres in goodness, and boasts only in the cross. Paul contrasts Spirit-led service with flesh-driven legalism. Wouldn’t that be a great church?
1. 6:1–5 — Spirit-Led Restoration & Accountability
6:1 — Restore the Fallen
Believers (“brethren”) must humbly restore a sinning believer, remembering their own vulnerability. This is a fellowship-breaking issue, not salvation. “Spiritual” = those walking by the Spirit. This is “new creation” lifestyle.
· “Overtaken” means caught off guard, not hardened or rebellious.
· “Trespass” is any act of sin, not apostasy or loss of salvation.
The point: Believers can fall into sin—even serious sin—and still be believers – 1 Cor. 3:1-3; ch. 5.
6:2 — Bear Burdens / Law of Christ
Burden-bearing means to fulfill the law of Christ, not the Mosaic Law. Spirit-led love is the ethic of the “new creation” lifestyle.
6:3–5 — Humility & Judgment Seat Accountability
Pride destroys fellowship. Each believer must examine his own work. “Bear his own load” points to Judgment Seat of Christ accountability, not justification.
2. 6:6–10 — Sowing & Reaping in Ministry and Good Works
6:6 — Support Teachers
Spirit-led believers share materially with those who teach them.
6:7–8 — Flesh vs. Spirit Sowing
“Sowing to the flesh” = investing in fleshly attitudes (envy, strife, legalistic pride), resulting in corruption (temporal ruin), not hell. “Sowing to the Spirit” = Spirit-led actions producing experiential eternal life now and reward in the age to come. Eternal life here is quality of life, not the gift of everlasting life.
6:9–10 — Perseverance & Priority
Believers must persist in doing good because reward is guaranteed. Priority is “the household of faith,” though goodness extends to all.
3. 6:11–13 — The Judaizers’ Motives Exposed
Paul writes in large letters to emphasize urgency. Judaizers promote circumcision to avoid persecution and to boast in converts. Their system is hypocritical—they do not keep the Law they demand. This section contrasts fleshly religion with Spirit-led authenticity.
4. 6:14–16 — The Cross, New Creation, and “Israel of God”
6:14 — Boasting in the Cross
Summary: Paul’s physical sufferings are the true marks of Christ’s servant, far more meaningful than circumcision. His life displays loyalty to Christ.
6:15 — New Creation
“New creation” refers to the new mode of life available to believers who walk by the Spirit, not to the act of regeneration itself.
6:16 — Peace on Two Groups
“Those who walk by this rule” = Gentile believers living Spirit-led lives. “The Israel of God” = Jewish believers within the church. The church does not become Israel, and Gentiles are not called Israel.
B. 6:15 — Circumcision vs. New Creation
Organization: The theme = the means of sanctification or growth in Christ.
· External religious markers are irrelevant. Law orientation.
· “New creation” is what matters. Grace orientation.
Summary: 
	Passage
	Meaning
	Not Meaning

	2 Cor 5:17
	New creation realm/order
	Not regeneration, not lifestyle

	Gal 6:15
	New creation lifestyle (Spirit-led living)
	Not regeneration



5. 6:17–18 — Paul’s Marks & Final Grace
Paul’s scars authenticate his ministry more than circumcision ever could. Paul wants to see grace operate in the Galatians’ inner life.
One-Paragraph Summary
A Spirit‑led church restores the fallen, carries burdens, sows to the Spirit, perseveres in goodness, and boasts only in the cross. 
