What is the rapture and when is the rapture?
I. 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 — The Rapture as the Church’s Deliverance
 A. 4:13 — Paul wanted us to know about the rapture and what becomes of those who have died.
B. “Hope” = “confident expectation”
C. “Sleep” = a figure of speech for those who have died; used of believers! Used 3 Xs in three verses.
· Jesus’ death and resurrection guarantees ours (Jn. 11:25-27).
       D. 4:16 The Lord descends to the air, not to earth.
· The “shout” and “trumpet”; gathering for battle?
       E. 4:16–17 — The meeting
· Dead believers rise first.
· Living believers are caught up.
· All meet the Lord in the air (not the Second Coming).
 F. 4:18 We are not destined for the Day of the Lord era.
· We will always be with the Lord and our loved ones

Overview Summary of ch. 4
A. The Rapture (4:16–18)
1. The Lord descends
2. The dead in Christ rise
3. Living believers are caught up
4. All meet the Lord in the air
5. Purpose: comfort
Overview Summary of Ch. 5
B. The Day of the Lord (5:1–3)
1. Comes suddenly
2. Brings destruction
3. Overtakes unbelievers
4. They cannot escape
C. The Church’s Identity (5:4–8)
1. Not in darkness
2. Not overtaken
3. Children of light
4. Called to watchfulness and sobriety
D. The Church’s Destiny (5:9–10)
1. Not appointed to wrath
2. Appointed to deliverance
3. Whether awake or asleep, we live with Him

Two similar summaries
The church is not appointed to future wrath. The Church Age (light) contrasted with the Day‑of‑the‑Lord era (darkness). The rapture ends the Church Age.
Chapter 5
B. 1 Thessalonians 5:1–3 — The Day of the Lord as the Next Era
· 5:1 “Times and seasons” = eras (cf. Acts 1:7).
· 5:2 “You yourselves know…thief in the night” Paul didn’t consider the rapture a “secondary issue, but had taught them.
· The Day of the Lord comes suddenly, unexpectedly. They are saying “peace and safety”. Aligns with Mt. 24:36-39 The days of Noah
· 5:3
· “They” = unbelievers are caught completely off-guard.
· Sudden destruction = Tribulation judgments.
· No escape = future wrath; wrath in time, not eternal
The Day of the Lord is not the Church’s era. It begins after the Rapture.
C. 1 Thessalonians 5:4–8 — Identity Determines Destiny
· 5:4 Believers are not in darkness = not in the “Day‑of‑the‑Lord era”.
· 5:5 “Children of light” = Church Age identity.
· 5:6-7 Watchfulness = readiness for the Rapture, not fear of wrath.
· 5:8  Faith, love, hope = Church Age virtues. “Hope” guards our minds.
Paul contrasts two eras:
· Church Age = light
· Day of the Lord = darkness
Believers belong to the era of light and cannot enter the era of darkness.
D. 1 Thessalonians 5:9–10 — The Church’s Appointed Destiny
· 5:9
· “Not appointed to wrath” = not appointed to the Day‑of‑the‑Lord era.
· “Appointed to deliverance” = Rapture deliverance. Has to be pre-trib.
· Wasn’t Luther’s view “New” to them?
· 5:10
· “Whether awake or asleep” = Spiritually “with it” or not, at the Rapture.
· All believers will live with Him.
The Rapture ends the Church Age and prevents believers from entering the Day‑of‑the‑Lord era. Paul’s argument is era‑based, not merely event‑based.
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