NT Framework for Responding to a Believer’s Sin

1. Categories of Sin & Correct NT Response
	Category of Sin
	NT Passage
	Nature of the Sin
	Required Response
	Goal

	Ordinary moral failure
	Galatians 6:1
	Overtaken, ensnared, weakness-based
	Gentle restoration
	Stop drift; restore fellowship

	Moral/doctrinal drift
	James 5:19–20
	Wandering from truth
	Turn back; rescue
	Prevent temporal ruin

	Neglect / spiritual drift
	Hebrews 2:1–4
	Drifting away
	Heed warning
	Avoid discipline

	Personal sin against you
	Matthew 18:15–17
	Direct offense
	Private; escalating confrontation
	Win your brother

	Divisive behavior
	Titus 3:10–11
	Church‑splitting conduct
	Warn once, twice, then avoid
	Protect unity

	Gospel‑corrupting error
	Romans 16:17–18
	False teaching harming gospel
	Mark and avoid
	Protect doctrine

	Public, scandalous, defiant sin
	1 Cor. 5
	Reputation‑destroying, ongoing, unrepentant
	Remove from fellowship
	Restore; protect witness










2. When Each Passage Applies
	Situation
	Correct Passage
	Why

	Believer caught in sin but willing to repent
	Gal 6
	Ordinary moral failure; gentle restoration

	Believer drifting morally or doctrinally
	James 5
	Wandering; needs rescue

	Believer neglecting truth, slipping spiritually
	Heb 2
	Drifting; needs warning

	Believer sins against you personally
	Matt 18
	Personal offense; relational restoration

	Believer causing division
	Titus 3
	Threat to unity

	Believer corrupting the gospel
	Rom 16
	Doctrinal threat

	Believer in public, scandalous, defiant sin
	1 Cor 5
	Threat to witness; severe discipline



3. 1 Corinthians 5: What Makes It Unique
	Feature
	Description

	Public
	“Actually reported”

	Scandalous
	“Not even named among Gentiles”

	Ongoing
	Not a lapse

	Defiant
	No repentance

	Reputation‑destroying
	Damages church witness

	Threat to church purity
	Sin spreads like leaven






4. The Man’s Spiritual Status (1 Cor. 5)
	Truth
	Evidence

	He is already saved eternally
	Called “among you,” “brother”; church = “sanctified,” “saints,” “washed… justified” 1 Cor. 1:2, 5, 6:11

	“Saved in the Day of the Lord Jesus” ≠ eternal life
	NT uses “saved” for rescue/preservation (1 Cor 3:15; 1 Tim 2:15; Acts 27:31)

	“Day of the Lord Jesus” = Bema Seat
	1 Cor 1:8; 2 Cor 1:14; Phil 1:6,10; 2:16

	Purpose of discipline
	Protect him from greater loss of reward; restore fellowship



5. Meaning of “Destruction of the Flesh” (1 Cor 5:5)
	Aspect
	Meaning

	Temporal discipline
	Break sinful lifestyle

	Restorative intent
	Bring him back to fellowship

	Future focus
	Preserve him for Bema Seat approval



6. Summary Chart: NT Disciplinary actions
	Passage
	Type of Sin
	Response
	Severity

	Gal 6
	Ordinary moral sin
	Restore gently
	Low

	James 5
	Wandering
	Turn back
	Low–Moderate

	Heb 2
	Drifting
	Warning
	Moderate

	Matt 18
	Personal offense
	Confront → restore
	Moderate

	Titus 3
	Divisive behavior
	Warn → avoid
	Moderate–High

	Rom 16
	Gospel corruption
	Mark → avoid
	High

	1 Cor 5
	Public, scandalous, defiant sin
	Remove
	Highest



