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The Covenants Week 1
Course Overview
· Week 1 - (Aug 25) Overview of covenants, why were they given and who are they for
· Week 2 - (Sept 8) Adamic and Noahic Covenants
· Week 3 - ( Sept 22) Abrahamic and Land Covenants
· Week 4 - (Oct 6) Mosaic Covenant 
· Week 5 - (Oct 20) Davidic Covenant 
· Week 6 - (Nov 10) New Covenant 

Exodus 34:6, Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; (NASB)
Psalm 103:8, Compassionate and gracious is YHWH, slow to anger and abounding in loving devotion. (BLB)
Ephesians 2:4-5, But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved. (ESV)

What is a Covenant?
· It is an ______________ that binds two parties together
· There are ______ _________ of covenants
· A Bilateral (or ______________) covenant
· This type of covenant requires _______ __________ to meet an obligation to maintain the covenant
· The second is a Unilateral (or ___________) covenant that obligates one party to fulfill the covenant

· In the Bible we see two bilateral or conditional covenants
· _____________ covenant 
· Suzerain-___________ covenant 
· There is one unilateral or unconditional covenant 
· ____________ Grant Covenant  

Bilateral or Conditional Covenant
· A Kinship Covenant was used by _____ ________ _________ to inter into marriage, create a business or for buying and selling 
· A Suzerain-vassal covenant is a conditional agreement where a _________ ______ imposes strict laws and loyalty rules upon a lesser subject, who promises protection or grants rights only if the vassal obeys 

Unilateral or Unconditional Covenant
· A Royal Grant Covenant is an unconditional promise made by a superior party, who offers land or protection or status to a lesser party without requiring any __________ in return 

How was a covenant made?
· In the Bible, the word for _____________ is the word בְּרִית (bareth)
· Bareth means to _______ ___________
· It is closely related to the word בָּרָה (barah) which means to ______
· To create a covenant you would take an animal and cut it in ______ __________ ________
· The participants would walk between the pieces and say “if I break this covenant, may what happened to this __________ happen to ______” 
· The word covenant is used nearly ______ times in the OT
· We can think of it as a ___________
· It can be used for two countries making a __________ together to go to war against someone else
· Or to make a treaty between themselves that they would not __________ each other
· It is used for ______ ___________ making a promise together
· Like in the _____________ covenant 
· But what is unique is that this promise comes with _______________ if __________ 
· If one party broke the covenant, then they would face the _____________ of the broken promise
· If the marriage covenant was broken before the wedding day, even during the time when we would consider them engaged, they would still have to give a ______________ of ___________
· If one country made a covenant with another country and then broke that treaty, they would be attacked and depending on their strength, they could be completely _____________
· In the case of two people making a covenant, if they were to break that covenant, then the penalty was outlined in the _____________

· When God made His covenants with people in the Bible, _____ was the one who ____________ them 
· He was the one who declared, for the unconditional ones, that He alone was responsible for ________ the ______________
· God made Royal Grant (unconditional) Covenants with ____________ and with ___________
· These were covenants made by God to fulfill a __________ __________
· God also made Suzerain-vassal covenants with ___________ for the Children of Israel

7 Distinct Covenants
· The Bible speaks of __________ different distinct covenants made by God to people
· Four of which (Abrahamic, Land, Mosaic, Davidic) God made with the nation of __________
· Of those four, three are unconditional in nature; that is, regardless of Israel’s ______________ or _______________, God will still fulfill these covenants with Israel
· One of the covenants, the Mosaic Covenant, is ______________ in nature
· This covenant will bring either _________ or _______ depending on Israel’s obedience or disobedience
· Three of the covenants (Adamic, Noahic and The New Covenant) are made between God and _______ in general, and are not limited to the nation of Israel

Questions Regarding Biblical Covenants
Within the discussion of the biblical covenants, there are a few issues that Christians are not agreed upon
· Some Christians think that all of the covenants are _____________ in nature
· If the covenants are conditional, then Israel ___________ miserably at fulfilling them
· Others believe that the unconditional covenants have yet to be totally fulfilled and, regardless of Israel’s disobedience, will come to fruition sometime in the ____________
How does the church of Jesus Christ relate to the covenants? 
· Some believe that the church fulfills the covenants and God will never deal with _________ again
· This is called ______________ theology and has little scriptural evidence, and I would even consider it heresy
· Others believe that the ____________ initially or partially will fulfill these covenants
· While many of the promises towards Israel are still in the future, many believe that the church ______ in the ___________ in some way 
· Others believe that the covenants are for ________ ________, and that the church has no part in these covenants
[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions – And what scripture would you use to back up your answers?
1. Why is it important to understand God’s great love when discussing His covenants?
2. How does God being a “Covenant Keeping God” relate to us in the church? 
3. What does the message of “God keeping His promises” mean to you individually?
