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The Abrahamic and Land Covenants

Course Overview
· Week 1 - (Aug 25) Overview of covenants, why were they given and who are they for
· Week 2 - (Sept 8) Adamic and Noahic Covenants
· Week 3 - ( Sept 22) Abrahamic and Land Covenants
· Week 4 - (Oct 6) Mosaic Covenant 
· Week 5 - (Oct 20) Davidic Covenant 
· Week 6 - (Nov 10) New Covenant 

God’s Love For His Creation
· God created the ___________ and the ___________ (Gen 1:1
· All things that were created were created by __________ (Col. 1:16)
· For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.
· His creation is ___________ to Him
· He ____________, and the universe existed 
· But when God created man and woman, He got His _______ _______ (Gen 2:7, 22-23)
· God has a special ____________ with human beings 
· God is not distant
· Nor is _________ malevolent, capricious or spiteful
· He is loving and ______________, kind and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast ____ (Ex. 34:6-7, Ps 103:8, Jonah 4:2, Neh 9:17)

Nehemiah 9:16-18
“But they, our ancestors, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and they did not obey your commands. They refused to listen and failed to remember the miracles you performed among them. They became stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return to their slavery. But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them, even when they cast for themselves an image of a calf and said, ‘This is your god, who brought you up out of Egypt,’ or when they committed awful blasphemies.

· The Abrahamic Covenant is an _____________ covenant
· Found in Genesis _____:1–3
· The _____________ recorded in Genesis 15 indicates the unconditional nature of the covenant
· When a covenant was dependent upon both parties keeping commitments, then both parties would pass between the pieces of ____________
· In Genesis 15, _______ __________ moved between the halves of the animals
· ________________ was in a deep sleep
· God’s ___________ __________ indicates that the covenant is principally His promise
· He ___________ Himself to the covenant
· And He alone is expected to ________ His __________
· Later, God gave Abraham the rite of _______________ as the specific sign of the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 17:9–14)
· All males in Abraham’s line were to be circumcised and thus carry with them a lifelong mark in their flesh that they were part of God’s physical ____________ in the world
· Any descendant of Abraham who refused circumcision was declaring himself to be outside of God’s covenant; this explains why God was angry with Moses when Moses failed to circumcise his _____ (Exodus 4:24–26)

Genesis 12:2-3, “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” 

· Based on this promise, God later changed his name from Abram (“_______ father”) to Abraham (“father of a _____________”) in Genesis 17:5
· The Abrahamic Covenant is unconditional, therefore it must be taken _____________
· There is no room in this ______________ to spiritualize the promise to Abraham
· This is not a promise to the ___________
· God’s promises to Abraham and his _______________ will be fulfilled literally

The Abrahamic Covenant included the promise of land, Genesis 12:1 
The Abrahamic Covenant also promised many descendants, Genesis 12:2 
The Abrahamic Covenant also included a promise of blessing and redemption, Genesis 12:3 

· The Abrahamic Covenant included the promise of _________(Genesis 12:1)
· It was a specific land, an actual property, with dimensions specified in Genesis _____:18–21
· In Genesis 13:15, God gave Abraham all the land that he could ______, and the gift was declared to be “_____________”
· God was not going to __________ on His promise
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The ____________ given as part of the Abrahamic Covenant is expanded in Deuteronomy 1:7-8 & 11:24, often called the Palestinian Covenant
· Centuries after Abraham died, the children of Israel took possession of the land under ______________ leadership (Joshua 21:43)
· At no point in history, though, has Israel controlled all of the land _______ had specified
· There remains, therefore, a final fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant that will see Israel occupying their God-given _____________ to the fullest extent 
· The fulfillment will be more than a matter of geography; it will also be a time of __________ and ________ (see Ezekiel 20:40–44 and 36:1—37:28)

· Some people have a hard time understanding that the land promise has not yet been fully fulfilled because of verses like these:
Joshua 11:23, So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Then the land rested from war.

Joshua 21:43-45, Thus the Lord gave to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And they took possession of it, and they settled there. And the Lord gave them rest on every side just as he had sworn to their fathers. Not one of all their enemies had withstood them, for the Lord had given all their enemies into their hands. Not one word of all the good promises that the Lord had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.

· Yet, according to passages like Genesis 15:18 and Exodus 23:31, the broader covenant boundaries extend from the river of Egypt (the Nile) to the Euphrates River, encompassing parts of modern-day Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Lebanon

Genesis 15:18-21, On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

Exodus 23:31, And I will set your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the wilderness to the Euphrates, for I will give the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you. 

· God promised them the land, but they were required to drive out the inhabitants of the land
· The Israelite people failed to do so, and so failed to fulfill what they were told by God, so the promise still waits to be __________ (perhaps Deut. 7:22 is the reason)
· God told Joshua that He would drive them out (Joshua 13, 17:12-13) but it would be _______ _______
· The Abrahamic Covenant also promised many descendants (Genesis 12:2)
· God promised that the number of Abraham’s children would rival that of “the _______ of the ________” (Genesis 13:16)
· Nations and __________ would proceed from him (Genesis 17:6)It is significant that the promise was given to an aged, childless couple
· But Abraham “did not waver through unbelief” (Romans 4:20), and his wife Sarah “considered him __________ who had made the promise” (Hebrews 11:11)
· Abraham was justified by his ________ (Genesis 15:6), and he and his wife welcomed Isaac, the son of promise, into their home when they were 100 and 90 years old, respectively (Genesis 21:5)
· God reiterates the Abrahamic Covenant to Isaac and to his son Jacob, whose name God changed to ______
· The great nation is eventually established in the land where ____________ had dwelled
· King __________, one of Abraham’s many descendants, was given the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:12–16), promising a “son of David” who would one day rule over the Jewish nation—and all nations—from Jerusalem
· Many other Old Testament _____________ point to the blessed, future fulfillment of that promise (Isaiah 11; Micah 4; Zechariah 8)
· The Abrahamic Covenant also included a promise of blessing and ____________ (Genesis 12:3)
· All the earth would be ____________ through Abraham
· This promise finds its fulfillment in the _____ ____________ (Jeremiah 31:31–34; cf. Luke 22:20), which was ratified by Jesus Christ, the son of Abraham and Redeemer who will one day “restore everything” (Acts 3:21)
· Five times in Genesis 12, as God is giving the Abrahamic Covenant, He says, “___ ______” 
· Clearly, God takes the onus of keeping the covenant upon __________
· The covenant is ______________
· One day, Israel will _____________, be forgiven, and be restored to God’s favor (Zechariah 12:10–14; Romans 11:25–27)
· One day, the nation of Israel will possess the _________ ______________ promised to them
· One day, the Messiah will return to set up His throne, and through His righteous rule the whole world will be blessed with an abundance of _________ and ________________
· Q – Why would God make a promise to Abraham?
· Q – Why do you think the Abrahamic and Land Covenants are so contested today?
· Q – How does realizing that God will always keep His promises shape the way you view the promises to Abraham and Israel?
· Q – How do you deal with the seeming contraction of Joshua 21:43-45 and Exodus 23:31?
