What the future looks like after the Church Age
MAIN IDEA:
Man brought something God never wanted; 
God brings something man never deserved
1. The Tribulation (7 Years) Rev. 6-19
Purpose: God judges rebellion, vindicates His holiness, and prepares Israel and the world for Christ’s return. Israel has been “set aside” or “hardened in part”, but now, after the “parenthesis” of the Church Age, they are again the focal point of God’s program.
The Tribulation is real, future, and purposeful—not random catastrophe.
· Judgment on the nations for persistent rebellion (Ps. 2)
· Vindication of God’s holiness in history
· Refinement and restoration of Israel (Zech 12:10; Rom 11:26)
· Exposure of Satan’s counterfeit kingdom under the Antichrist
· Vindication of the faithful Trib. believers (Mt 25:31-46)
· Preparation of the earth for the arrival of the King (Dan. 9:24)
Summary: A necessary cleansing and confrontation before the Kingdom, the final seven-year period of Daniel’s prophesy; The 70th seven.
2. The Millennial Kingdom (1,000 Years) Rev. 20
Purpose: God fulfills His covenant promises and publicly displays Christ’s righteous rule on earth.
The Millennium is the centerpiece of God’s earthly plan; Lk. 21:31 – not here yet!
· Fulfillment of the Abrahamic, Davidic, and New Covenants
· Israel restored to its promised role among the nations
· Davidic rule in Jerusalem
· Reward and responsibility for faithful believers (distinct from eternal life)
· Creation renewed—justice, peace, healing, prosperity
· Satan bound, removing deception
· Humanity in ideal conditions; proves the need for God even without Satan
Summary: Restoration, reward, and righteous rule.
3. The Eternal State (Forever) Rev. 21-22
Purpose: God brings His redeemed into perfect, everlasting fellowship in a renewed creation; This is better than Eden!
· New heavens and new earth
· No sin, death, curse, or corruption; The New Earth is more “human-friendly”; no more sea or darkness (Rev. 21)
· God doesn’t “visit”, but lives with us
· Glorified humanity in permanent, perfected bodies
· Everlasting joy and stability
· Rewards continue, but without sorrow, loss, or failure (Rev. 22:5)
· Creation fully perfected, beyond millennial conditions
Summary: The consummation of God’s plan—perfect fellowship forever.
Summary idea:
1) God confronts evil and brings Israel’s repentance (Tribulation), 2) Restores and rules the world through Christ (Kingdom), and then 3) Perfects creation forever (Eternal State).
Man brought something God never wanted; 
God gave something man never deserved
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God’s Storyboard: God’s grace, humanity’s failures
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