Philippians: Think like Jesus, live with Joy
THIS WEEK: PARTNERS IN GRACE
I. Partnership in the Gospel and the Call to Think Like Christ (1:1–30)
1:1-11 Grateful for partnership
· Paul is writing to believers 1:1-2
· Gratitude for their attitude of partnering 1:3-5
· God will keep using their partnership 1:6-8
· Prayer for rewardable lives 1:9-11
The Text:
1:3-7 Paul expresses gratitude for them because they were “partners” in ministry with him. This is the only specific he mentions before and after v. 6.
· In context, this would define the “good work” God had begun in them.
· An idea like “their growth” is unlikely, since 1) the good work continues until the “Day of Christ,” 2) they are dead, and 3) it’s not mentioned.
· Their “fellowship in the gospel” is further explained as being “partakers of grace” in “the defense and confirmation of the gospel” in v. 7.
“You all are partakers of grace with me” (Phil 1:7) refers to a shared ministry privilege, not a shared salvation experience. The Philippians were co‑participants in the same divine favor that rests on Paul’s gospel work—especially his suffering, defense, and confirmation of the gospel.
Philippians 1:7 — “You all are partakers of grace with me” 
1. What “grace” refers to in this context: Three aspects of this grace:
· “In my chains” — to suffer for Christ in a way that advances the gospel
· “In the defense of the gospel” — to articulate and protect the message
· “In the confirmation of the gospel” — to validate and establish the message publicly
· This is ministry grace, not internal spiritual growth.
· Bottom line = the divine enablement and privilege given to Paul for defending and advancing the gospel.
2. How did the Philippians “share” this grace?
· They financially supported him (4:15–18)
· They identified with his suffering; didn’t distance themselves (1:7; 1:29–30)
· They prayed for him (1:19)
· They stood firm for the gospel in their own context (1:27)
So, they share the same grace‑sphere Paul operates in, which is:
Not as apostles, but as partners in apostolic work, and so partners in that grace.
3. The theological idea behind this reading
· Grace is not only what saves; it is also what empowers ministry.
· Those who materially and spiritually support gospel work share in the grace given to the worker.
· Partnership in suffering is a badge of honor, not a misfortune.
· It is not about their initial salvation or their growth.
· It is shared ministry favor, rooted in their partnership.
4. How this fits the flow of Philippians 1
1. 1:5 — They are partners in the gospel.
2. 1:6 — God will bring their ministry partnership to full completion.
3. 1:7 — They share the same ministry grace Paul has.
4. 1:9–11 — Paul prays their love will abound so their partnership becomes even more fruitful.
Everything is about gospel advance, not personal sanctification.
Summary
“Partakers of grace” in Phil 1:7 means the Philippians share the same ministry privilege God gave Paul— the grace to suffer for Christ and advance the gospel. Their support, courage, and identification with Paul place them in the same grace‑sphere of gospel work.
