Phil. 1:12-18: The right priorities bring joy, even in suffering
The Philippians are worried about a setback. “You’re in prison now. The money and the prayers have been wasted.” “Nope. God has worked the opposite.”
Summary: My imprisonment did not hinder the gospel; it promoted the gospel.
I. The Gospel Advanced Through Paul's Imprisonment (1:12-14)
Bottom line (v. 12): Verses 13-18 explain and illustrate that claim.
A. The Gospel Reached New Audiences (v. 13)
Paul's imprisonment became public testimony. Paul wasn’t in prison because he was a criminal, but because of his Christian testimony.
People who otherwise would never have encountered the gospel were hearing about Christ through Paul's imprisonment.
· The gospel entered influential circles.
· The gospel became publicly known.
· Paul's confinement created opportunities rather than restrictions
B. Believers Were Encouraged to Speak (v. 14)
· Paul remained faithful despite suffering.
· God continued using him.
· Other believers gained confidence.
· Gospel proclamation increased.
Notice that the focus remains corporate and evangelistic.
Verses 13-14 present two advances of the gospel:
1. A new group of unbelievers heard.
2. More believers preached.
II. Different Motives Behind Gospel Preaching (1:15-17) Two Groups
· Their message wasn’t the concern, but their reasons
· The first group acts from selfish motives. The second group acts from noble motives.
A. The Rival Preachers (vv. 15a, 16)
Their preaching of Christ was genuine, but their motivation was impure.
Important observations:
· Paul does not accuse them of preaching a false gospel.
· Paul does not accuse them of denying Christ.
· Paul does not condemn their message.
· The concern isn’t doctrinal. Paul is willing to dismiss their selfishness if Christ is preached. This is relevant later, as he cautions the readers that they were acting like the rival preachers, in their attitudes (2:3)
B. The Loving Preachers (vv. 15a, 16)
III. Paul's Evaluation of the Situation (v. 18) Why Can Paul Rejoice?
Because the central issue throughout the passage is the spread of the gospel.
The same gospel that advanced through imprisonment (vv. 12-14) is advancing through the preaching of others (vv. 15-18). For Paul, that reality outweighs personal hurt.
The passage flow
My imprisonment has advanced the gospel (12)
· The gospel became known throughout the Praetorian Guard and beyond (13)
· Most believers became bolder in proclaiming God's word (14)
Things to consider: Those proclaiming Christ do so from different motives, some noble and some selfish (15-17)
But the message being proclaimed is still Christ; therefore, Paul rejoices (18)
Several major truths emerge:
1. God's purposes are not hindered by adverse circumstances. Human opposition can become the means through which God advances the gospel.
2. The effectiveness of the gospel does not depend on ideal circumstances. 
3. …nor on an ideal messenger. God can use flawed people like us!!
4. The supreme priority is the proclamation of Christ. 
5. God turned Paul's imprisonment into an unexpected means of advancing the gospel, and Paul's joy rests not in his personal circumstances but in the continued proclamation of Christ.
