Philippians 1:18a-30: The right hope brings joy in suffering
Last: The right priorities bring joy in suffering 1:12-18a
I. Three powerful pieces to being unashamed before God
1) Purposeful Rejoicing
2) People’s prayer
3) Providential Power: The Spirit’s supply
II. Two aspects of the “additional salvation” that is available to believers (2 Cor. 5:9-10; 1 Jn. 4:28)? 
Negatively: That we would not be ashamed 
Positively: That Christ would be glorified in his body, whether by life or death
III. What problem did the Philippians share with Paul?
Opposition to the spread of the gospel v. 30
· Opponents of Paul and his message
· He was imprisoned; They sought to cause him pain
· They suffered for Christ’s sake v 29
· The Church was partners with Paul (1:5, 7)
· There was pressure to be afraid (v. 28) and pull back
IV. The privilege they had and we have v. 29-30: To suffer for His sake
· The fact of their opposition was proof of their opponent’s “perdition” or ruin
· “The opposition to you is simply proof of their ruin that is coming.”
· “You’re facing what I’m facing…opposition to advancing the gospel”
· The “same conflict” may not mean the same opponents, but the same struggle advancing the gospel due to opposition
· They’re headed to judgment. If you stay strong, you’re headed to reward from God (the same “deliverance” or “salvation” Paul was looking forward to)
· Their opposition is evidence of their coming ruin, your suffering, as you endure it, is evidence of a great future
· Bottom-line: God is blessing you with a great future, and them with sure ruin.
Things to consider
· How important is it to avoid allowing emotions to rule your thinking vs. a commitment to rejoice?
· How valuable are prayers for others in the body? We normally think, “Well, what’s going to happen will happen.”
· How critical is it to realize the Spirit’s work is not just important; it’s necessary to be spiritually successful.
· Make sure your hope is in the right place. 
· When the object of faith is small, faith is small. Great faith starts with a great God.
· If hope = “confident expectation”, then we need a great expectation.
· Those who have been eternally saved are offered more saving
· Jesus can deliver you from sin’s ruin
· Jesus can help you be unashamed when you stand before Him (1 Cor. 1:8; Jude 24-25)
· When our hope is where it belongs, it may be interrupted, but it cannot be lost.
· When suffering comes, it often comes with an interpretation that can be dangerous. Assumptions are dangerous, especially when our emotions are involved, and they impugn God.
· Jesus taught that opposition and suffering can be a source of blessing or loss (Rom. 8:17f., Mt. 5:10-12; Lk. 9:23-27).

